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Lieutenant Governor Attends 'Rishiwar"
Inter-Faith Conference 2026 in Srlnagar

The idea of honoring all faiths equally
has been woven into fabric of India's
philosophy for millennia. While many
nations today struggle with challenge of
coexistence, diversity has been our natural
rhythm of life: LG Sinha

SRINAGAR, JUNE 4: The
Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha
today attended the ‘Rishiwar' Inter-
Faith Conference 2026 in Srinagar.
Speaking on the occasion, the
Lieutenant Governor said that the
idea of honoring all faiths equally
has been woven into fabric of
India’s philosophy for millennia.

“While many nations today strug-
gle with challenge of coexistence,
diversity has been our natural
rhythm of life. While many soci-
eties have devised measures to
safeguard unity, India embraced
ethos and value of coexistence and
practiced seamlessly for thousands
of years," the Lieutenant Governor

and beliefs has

sald The Lieutenant Governor
observed that respecting all ideas

tion of Sanatan Dharma. He said
that India has consistently empha-
sized unity in diversity and shown
respect to every faith that emerged
thousands of years after Sanatan
Dharma. The Lieutenant Governor
said that the Rigveda also teaches

always been tradi-

roots

that hsarts and minds shuuld be
aligned, our aim should be the
same,
our thoughts united. “Scholars and
researchers worldwide agree that
the spirit of equal regard for all
religions finds its philosophical

our feelings in harmony, and

in the ancient traditions of

our great country. When | reflect

(Contdon Pg2)
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Grand Preparations in Daman ahead of PM MOdI S
Visit, to Inaugurate NaMO Hospital & NaMo Airport

NEW DELHI, JUNE 4:
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is set to visit Daman
on Friday, where he will
inaugurate the new termi-
nal building of NAMO
Airport and also dedicate
the NAMO hospital to the
nation. An atmosphere of
excitement and joy has
gripped the Union
Territory, even as the dis-
trict administration gives
final touches to the elabo-
rate preparations for the
Prime  Minister’s visit
tomorrow. Strict measures
have been put in place,
with the police department
stepping up security and
vigilance around  the
College Ground, the venue
for the Prime Minister’s

public rally. The two big-
ticket projects, including
‘Namo  Hospital” and
‘Namo  Airport,” are
expected to usher in a “new
era” in the region’s health-
care and transportation
sectors. Also, the laying of
foundation stones for sig-
nificant projects, such as
the iconic bridge and the
convention  center, is

expected to provide fresh
momentum for tourismand
economic growth in the
future. The Union Territory
has been decked out to give
a grand welcome to PM
Modi, and the local popu-
lation is also curious and
excited to get a first-hand
glimpse of the Prime
Minister. BJP leader Aspi
Damania informed that
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is visiting Daman for
the eighth time. “An
atmosphere of enthusiasm
currently prevails in the
region ahead of PM Modi’s
visit. The Prime Minister
will also conduct a road-
show. | urge the people to
come out during this event

(Contdon Pg2)

CM hands over dishursal letters worthRs.1.12
Cr. 10 6 beneficiaries under M|ssmn YUVA

SRINAGAR, JUNE 4:
Chief  Minister Omar
Abdullah today handed
over disbursal letters to 6
beneficiaries worth ?1.12
crore  under  Mission
YUVA here at the Civil

RIEF NEW.

Ganderbal Police
Seize large quantity
of LPG Cylinders

GANDERBAL, JUN 4: In a
major crackdown on the illegal
hoarding and suspected black
marketing of LPG cylinders,
Ganderbal Police conducted a
search operation in the Nunner
Takia area and recovered a
large quantity of domestic and
commercial gas cylinders
allegedly stored without valid
authorization. According to
officials, the operation was
launched following specific
inputs regarding the unlawful
storage of LPG cylinders.
During the search, police
recovered cylinders belonging
to various from the

Secretariat. Under Mission
YUVA, Rs.209 crore has
been disbursed in 3,367
cases during April and

May,
Government's focus on
youth entrepreneurship and

employment  generation.
During the event, it was
informed that out of a total
of 5,016 sanctioned cases
amounting to Rs.269 crore,
Rs.209 crore covering
(Contdon Pg2)

reaffirming

Dr Jitendra Chairs Joint Meeting of Union
Secretaries, Announces Portal For 'Patent’ Training

NEW DELHI, JUN 4 : Ina major
step towards strengthening India’s

research  ecosystem,

Minister of State (Independent
Science

Charge)  for

Union

&

Technology; Earth Sciences and was attended by Principal
Minister of State for PMO, Scientific ~ Adviser to the
Personnel, Public Grievances and Government of India, Prof. Ajay
Pensions, Department of Atomic Kumar Sood; Secretary,
Energy and Department of Space, Department of Biotechnology, Dr.
Dr. litendra Singh today Rajesh S. Gokhale; Chief

an ANRF-supported Executive  Officer of the
digital portal aimed at facilitating chairing a Joint Review Meeting Ministry of Earth Sciences Anusandhan National Research
training in patent filing and of the Secretaries of Department (MOES), Department of Atomic Foundation (ANRF), Dr.
research paper writing for of Science & Technology (DST), Energy and Department of Space Shivkumar Kalyanaraman; and
researchers, students and innova- Department of Biotechnology during which the Minister senior officials from the

tors across the country. The
announcement was made while

(DBT), Department of Scientific
and Industrial Research (DSIR) ,

reviewed progress on key scientif-
ic initiatives, institutional coordi-

nation
administration reforms, outreach
activities and preparations for
upcoming national science pro-
grammes. The review meeting

Department of Science &

science

(Contdon Pg2)

IGP Kashmir reviews security

preparedness at Baltal base camp

ahead of Amarnath Yatra 2026

No Individual Right Over Kahcharai

Land for Public Project Compensation: HC
State. The Court held that Kahcharai

GANDERBAL, JUN 4:
In preparation for
forthcoming Shri
Amarnath Ji Yatra 2026,
the Inspector General of
Police (IGP) Kashmir,
V.K. Birdi, on Thursday
conducted a comprehen-
sive review of security and
logistical ar at

Police and the Central
Armed  Police  Forces
deployed for Yatra duties.
During the inspection, the
officers assessed the pre-
paredness of security infra-
structure, accommodation
facilities, communication
networks, and other essen-
tial arr aimed at

JAMMU, JUNE 04 (JNF): The High
Court of Jammu & Kashmir and
Ladakh has dlsmlssed a petition seek-

the Baltal Base Camp in
Ganderbal district. The
IGP was accompanied by
Rajiv Pandey and
Sudhanshu Dhama during
the visit. The officers
inspected various facilities
established for personnel
of the Jammu and Kashmir

ensuring the smooth and
secure conduct of the
annual pilgrimage.
Emphasizing the impor-
tance of  coordinated
efforts among all stake-
holders, the IGP directed
concerned officers
(Contdon Pg2)

ing for land allsgedly
utilised in the construction of a road in
Kulgam, holding that no individual can
claim compensation in respect of
Kahcharai land used for a public pro-
ject. Justice Wasim Sadiq Nargal ruled
that the right to claim compensation
arises only where a person

land, being State-owned land reserved
for common and ity use, does

BJP announces candidates for RS Polls in
Five States, Fields Tarun Chugh From MP

NEW DELHI, JUN 4:
The BJP on Thursday
i for

not confer any individual proprietary
interest. The petition was filed by Mohd
Sultan Dar, Hamidullah Dar and Mst.
Hajira, residents of Village Khrewan
Lassipora, Tehsil Qaimoh, District
Kulgam. They claimed ownership and
possession of land measuring 8 kanals
and 7 marlas and alleged that nearly 25
marlas had been utilised for construc-
tion of the ADP Road from Cheki
Palpora to Khrewan under the MGN-
REGA scheme without acquisition or
compensation. The petitioners had
sought directions for demarcation of
their land and payment of Rs 50 lakh as

ion, ing that con-

legally recognised proprietary rights
over land taken over or utilised by the

struction of the road over their alleged
(Contdon Pg2)

premises of Javid Ahmad Sofi,
a resident of Nunner Takia,
who was allegedly storing
them without the requisite
(Contdon Pg2)

Court Frames
Charges Against Patwari,

Associate Caught
JAMMU, JUNE 04 ( INF):
The Court of Special Judge
Anti-Corruption, Jammu, has
framed charges against a
Patwari and his alleged associ-
ate ina corruption case involv-
ing alleged demand and accep-
tance of Rs 4,000 as bribe for
providing a copy of mutation
of land. Special Judge Anti-
Corruption  Sonia  Gupta
framed charges under Sections
7112 of the Prevention of
Corruption Act and 120-B IPC
against Monish Dev Singh,
then Patwari Halga Thather,
Tehsil South Jammu, and Asif
Chowdhary, resident of Kamal
Nagar, Keran Bantalab,
Jammu. The case pertains to
FIR No. 14/2021 registered at

(Contdon Pg2)
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Major Terror conspiracy
foiled in Punjab, 2 Held
With RDX-Based IED

CHANDIGARH, JUN 4: In a breakthrough
against cross-border terror networks, State
Special Operations Cell (SSOC) SAS Nagar
(Mohali) thwarted a terror conspiracy by
arresting two associates of a foreign-based ter-
ror operative and recovering one fully assem-
bled RDX-based Improvised Explosive
Device (IED) from their possession, officials
said on Thursday. Those arrested are Mani
Singh (32), a resident of Gujjarpura in
Amritsar and Abhishek Kumar (28), a resident
of Gillwali Gate in Amritsar. The Director
General of Police, Gaurav Yadav, said the
recovered |IED, weighing approximately 2.5
kilograms, was fully assembled and ready for
use. The operation foiled a nefarious plot
aimed at targeting critical public infrastructure
in SAS Nagar and averted a potentially cata-
strophic threat to public safety and security, he
said in a post on X. The DGP said further
investigations are underway to uncover the
entire terror network, including handlers, asso-
ciates, and linkages involved in the conspiracy.
Sharing operational details, Inspector General
of Police (IGP) Counter Intelligence, Ashish
(Contdon Pg2)

Integrated Job Portal launched in Ladakh
to boost Employment Opportunmes

LEH/JAMMU, JUNE 4:
Lieutenant Governor Vinai

Kumar Saxena on
Thursday launched an inte-
grated job portal in

Ladakh, a dedicated online
platform aimed at connect-
ing job seekers and
employers through a sin-
gle-window digital inter-
face and enhancing
employment opportunities
across the Union Territory.
The portal has been devel-
oped to provide a cen-

tralised employment
ecosystem that brings
together job itie:

upcoming Rajya Sabha
polls in five states, fielding
party national general sec-
retary Tarun Chugh from
Madhya Pradesh and
Satish ~ Poonia  from
Rajasthan. The names of
Union ministers Ravneet
Singh Bittu and George
Kurian did not figure in the
list of BJP candidates.
Both ministers’ term in the
Upper House ends on June
21. While Bittu is a Rajya
Sabha  member from
Rajasthan, Kurian repre-
sents Madhya Pradesh cur-

rently in the Upper House.
The BJP’s central election
committee has named
Debashish Samantaray as
its candidate for Rajya
Sabha poll from Odisha.
Samantaray had recently
joined the BJP, quitting the
(Contdon Pg2)

JAMMU, JUNE 04 (
JNF): The High Court of
Jammu & Kashmir and
Ladakh has quashed the
preventive detention of a
Udhampur resident under
the PIT-NDPS Act, hold-
ing that the failure to dis-
close rejection of an earli-
er bail cancellation plea
i a serious lacu-

Integrated  Job  Portal

Ladakh has been created to

bridge the gap between job

seekers and smpluyers by
gl

from various sectors and
simplifies the recruitment
process for both candidates
and employers, officials
said Speaking at the
launch, ~ Saxena  said
employment was not mere-
ly about filling vacancies
but about creating opportu-
nities, nurturing talent and
enabling aspirations. “The

dlgltal platfurm where they
can connect seamlessly. “It
is not merely a website but
a complete employment
ecosystem  that  will
empower our youth, sim-
plify recruitment processes
and create a transparent
and accessible employ-
ment  environment in
Ladakh,” he said. The lieu-

L L

4=

tenant governor said the
portal would ensure equal

access to employment
opportunities for youth
residing in remote villages
as well as urban centres of
Ladakh. Officials said the
platform has been devel-
oped in response to the
challenges faced by job
seekers who previously
had to rely on multiple
websites, social media
platforms and informal
channels to search for
(Contdon Pg2)

na in the detention
process. Justice Rahul
Bharti passed the order in
a habeas corpus petition
filed by Makhan Din, 45,
son of Hakam Din alias
Hukam Din, resident of
Narsoo, Tehsil Chenani,
District Udhampur, who
was lodged in Central Jail,
Kot Bhalwal, Jammu.
Makhan Din had chal-
lenged detention order No.
PITNDPS 46 of 2025
dated July 19, 2025,

Suppression of Failed
Bail Cancellation Vitiates
PIT-NDPS Detention: HC

passed by the Divisional
Commissioner, Jammu,
under Section 3 of the
Prevention of Illicit
Traffic in Narcotic Drugs
and Psychotropic
Substances Act, 1988. He
was taken into preventive
custody on September 27,
2025. The detention order
was based upon a dossier
submitted by the Senior
Superintendent of Police,
Udhampur, referring to
FIR No. 188/2024 regis-
tered under Sections 8, 21
and 22 of the NDPS Act at
Police Station Chenani,
besides four Daily Diary
entries recorded between
February 5 and June 19,
2025. During arguments,
Advocate Rajnesh Singh
Parihar, appearing for the
petitioner, contended that

(Contdon Pg2)
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Lieutenant...

on the ideals and philosophies India has gifted humanity,
it becomes evident that through both thought and deed,
our Vedas, Upanishads, saints and seers have illuminated
a path toward lasting world peace,” the Lieutenant
Governor said. The Lieutenant Governor stated that every
thread of society must be woven together, advancing with
a shared commitment to the welfare of humanity.

“That is precisely what humanity needs most today. The
ethos of equal respect for all religions is India's most pre-

Dr Jitendra...

Technology (DST), Department of Biotechnology (DBT),
Department of Scientific and Industrial Research (DSIR)
and Ministry of Earth Sciences (MoES).

Dr. Jitendra Singh said that the newly announced portal
will serve as an important capacity-building resource for
researchers and young innovators by providing structured
support in scientific writing, publication processes, intel-
lectual property protection and patent-related procedures.
He noted that improving access to such resources would
the quality of research output, enhance innova-

cious gift to the world. We must nurture it so
'we can move forward together in unity and bring prosper-
ity to every community," the Lieutenant Govemnor said.

tion outcomes and help researchers translate scientific
work into publications and intellectual property assets.
the need for greater coordination among sci-

Highlighting Jammu Kashmir's performance
during the three phases of the Vande Mataram initiative,
the Lieutenant Governor described the achievement as
extraordinary and a testament to the people's enduring
patriotic spirit. The Lieutenant Governor also lauded the
overwhelming public support for the Nasha Mukt Jammu
Kashmir Abhiyaan. He said that participation from all
sections of society has been organic and inspiring. He
called upon citizens, institutions and community leaders
to embrace the campaign as a people's movement and
\work together towards building a drug-free and healthier
society.

Shri Justice Sanjay Dhar, Judge, High Court of J&K and
Ladakh, Dr. Syed Darakhshan Andrabi, Chairperson, J&K
\Waqf Board, Prof. Nilofer Khan, Vice-Chancellor,
Kashmir University, Prof. Meena Sharma, Organiser
(Convener), saints, senior officers of the judiciary, police
and civil administration, faculty members of various uni-
\versities, students and public in large number attended the
conference.

Grand...

and express their gratitude to the Prime Minister,” he stat-
ed. Notably, PM Modi is visiting this Union Territory for
the eighth consecutive time and is set to present the
region’s residents with several new developmental pro-
ljects.

During this visit, he will dedicate himself to the nation
and lay the foundation stones for 56 development pro-
liects, costing approximately 22,970 crore.

I/Among these projects, the two mega projects that will get
the spotlight include the New Terminal Building at
NAMO Airport, which will significantly enhance region-
al air connectivity and facilitate economic growth in the
region.

NAMO Hospital is another crucial project that will cater
'to nearly 1,500 OPD patients per day and will strengthen
access to quality healthcare services for the people.

CM hands...

3,367 cases have been disbursed between April 1 and May
31. The programme was attended by Deputy Chief
Minister Surinder Choudhary and Advisor to the Chief
Minister Nasir Aslam Wani. Senior officers present on the
occasion included Chief Secretary Atal Dulloo,
/Additional Chief Secretary to the CM Dheeraj Gupta,
IACS APD Dr. Ashish Chandra Verma, ACS Finance
Shailendra Kumar, Commissioner Secretary Planning,
Development and Monitoring Alice Vaz, Secretary
Labour & Employment Kumar Rajeev Ranjan, Mission
Director Mission YUVA, Director IIM Jammu, represen-
tatives of J&K Bank, and other concerned officers.

'The Chief Minister congratulated the beneficiaries and
expressed hope that the financial assistance would enable
them to establish and expand sustainable business ven-
tures, thereby generating employment and contributing to
the region's economic growth,

Speaking on the broader vision of Mission YUVA, the
Chief Minister said the initiative represents a transforma-
tive step towards building a robust ecosystem for youth
entrepreneurship in Jammu and Kashmir. He stated that
'the government is committed to ensuring that young peo-
ple are not job seekers alone, but job creators who drive
innovation and economic progress.

He emphasized that Mission YUVA is designed to provide
structured handholding, access to credit, skill develop-
ment, and mentorship support to aspiring entrepreneurs.
'The Chief Minister said the programme is intended to
bridge the gap between ideas and execution by simplify-
ing access to institutional finance and improving coordi-
nation between banks, government departments, and
training institutions.

He further added that sustained focus on youth empower-
ment through Mission YUVA would help unlock the
immense potential of Jammu and Kashmir's young popu-
lation, particularly in sectors such as services, agriculture-
based enterprises, tourism, and small-scale manufactur-
ing

The Chief Minister reiterated that inclusive economic
growth remains a top priority of the government, and ini-
tiatives like Mission YUVA are central to achieving long-
term self-reliance and employment generation in Jammu
and Kashmir.

entific departments and institutions, Dr. Jitendra Singh
said that scientific organisations working under different
departments must function in a collaborative and integrat-
ed manner to maximise national outcomes from research,
innovation and public investments in science and technol-
ogy.
Observing that several scientific institutions often under-
take complementary work without adequate awareness of
developments across departments, Dr. Jitendra Singh
stressed the need for regular interaction among laborato-
ries and institutions. He directed that structured mecha-
nisms be established for sharing information on major
projects, technological achievements and institutional
capabilities so that expertise available within one depart-
ment can be effectively leveraged by others.
The Minister particularly emphasised the importance of
ing institutional achi and success sto-
ries. He suggested that every review mechanism should
include presentations on notable scientific achievements
from laboratories and institutions on a rotational basis.
Such an approach, he said, would not only enhance visi-
bility of scientific accomplishments but also promote
cross-learning and collaboration among institutions work-
ing in similar domains.
Reiterating the growing importance of science communi-
cation, Dr. Jitendra Singh called for a more coordinated
outreach strategy across scientific departments. He
stressed the need to utilise digital platforms, social media
and emerging communication tools to present scientific
achievements in a manner that is accessible to citizens,
students, startups and researchers. He also suggested
exploring common communication platforms to improve
dissemination of scientific success stories and innovation
outcomes across the scientific ecosystem.
Reviewing the Capacity Building for Science
Administration initiative, the Minister further said that
scientists assuming leadership and administrative respon-
sibilities require greater familiarity with governance pro-
cedures, financial rules and institutional management sys-
tems. He such pr and
integrating them with ongoing capacity-building efforts
under Mission Karmayogi to strengthen scientific admin-
istration across institutions.
Dr. Jitendra Singh also reviewed departmental perfor-
mance indicators relating to file disposal, grievance
redressal, litigation management and expenditure.
Stressing the importance of administrative efficiency, he
directed departments to closely monitor governance-relat-
ed performance parameters and ensure timely disposal of
files, effective grievance handling and improved imple-
mentation of schemes and projects.
The Minister further reviewed preparations for ESTIC
2026 and emphasised that the event should serve as a plat-
form for showcasing India’s scientific achievements,
i i and emerging capabili-
ties. He suggested wider participation of scientific institu-
tions, startups, industry representatives, students and
young innovators, while also encouraging stronger
engagement with international experts and thought lead-
ers.

IGP Kashmir...

to maintain the highest level of preparedness and ensure
that all necessary arrangements are completed well before
the commencement of the Yatra.He reiterated the commit-
ment of the police and security agencies towards provid-
ing a safe, secure, and hassle-free pilgrimage experience
for devotees undertaking the Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra 2026.
According to Ganderbal Police, all necessary measures
are being put in place to maintain a secure environment
and facilitate the smooth conduct of the annual pilgrim-
age, one of the most significant religious events in the
region,

No Individual...
proprietary land without following due process amounted
to violation of their constitutional right under Article 300-
A. Advocate H. Furrahi, appearing for the

The Court noted that, pursuant to its earlier directions, the
Deputy Commissioner, Kulgam, filed a status report sup-
ported by an affidavit on the basis of a demarcation car-
ried out by the Tehsildar, Qaimoh.
The demarcation report established that the road passes
exclusively through Survey Nos. 356, 356/1 and 357 of
Estate Khrewan Lassipora. The land under Survey Nos.
356 and 356/1 was recorded as Kahcharai land, while
Survey No. 357 was recorded as State land. The report
categorically stated that no proprietary land belonging to
the petitioners had been utilised for construction of the
road,
Justice Nargal observed that the petitioners had failed to
place on record any credible material to discredit the find-
ings of the competent revenue authority or to show that
the demarcation exercise suffered from any illegality,
arbitrariness or factual infirmity.
The Court referred to its earlier rulings holding that
Kahcharai land is Government property and can be used
for public purposes, particularly where no suitable alter-
native land is available. It further observed that compen-
sation, if any, in respect of such land is payable to the con-
cemed Panchayat for the welfare of the local community
and not to private individuals.
Rejecting the plea under Article 300-A, the Court held
that constitutional protection against deprivation of prop-
erty can be invoked only when deprivation of a person's
property is first established.
“Since no infringement of any proprietary right of the
petitioners has been established, the question of payment
of compensation does not arise," the Court held.

the High Court the writ petition
along with all connected applications, finding no merit in
the compensation claim. (JNF)

BJP announces...

BJD. He was a Rajya Sabha MP from Odisha before he
quit the party and resigned from the Upper House.
According to the list released by the party, Rajubhai
Shukla, Mukeshbhai Rathwa, Mansingh Parmar and
Jitendra Meghjibhai Kanzariya will contest as BJP candi-
dates from Gujarat, while Rajneesh Agrawal will join the
fray from Madhya Pradesh. Alka Gurjar and Satish
Poonia will contest as BJP candidates from Rajasthan.
The party has fielded A Sharda Devi as its candidate from
Manipur and Tai Tagak from Arunachal Pradesh, accord-
ing to the list released by party national general secretary
Arun Singh.

The Rajya Sabha polls in 10 states including Arunachal
Pradesh, Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan and
Manipur will be held on June 18. Bypoll to the Upper
House from Odisha will also be conducted the same day.

Major-...

Choudhary said acting on intelligence inputs, police
teams apprehended both suspects near a park opposite
YPS Chowk, Mohali; they had travelled from Amritsar to
Mobhali by bus along with the explosive device.

Officials immediately summoned the bomb disposal
squad, which y ised and di: the
IED while following all prescribed safety protocols. The
IGP said the preliminary investigation revealed that the
accused, Mani Singh, recently contacted a foreign-based
handler via a social media platform and introduced his
brother-in-law Abhishek Kumar to him.

During their interactions, a foreign-based handler offered
financial assistance in return for carrying out certain tasks,
and both agreed to work for him due to their financial dif-
ficulties, he said

An FIR has been registered under the relevant provisions
of the BNS and the Explosive Substances Act at Police
Station SSOC, SAS Nagar.

Integrated...

vacancies. The portal will provide access to a wide range
of employment opportunities, including full-time, part-
time, contractual and outsourced positions across differ-
ent sectors.

The portal is expected to reduce paperwork and adminis-
trative burden while providing real-time employment ana-
lytics and promoting local talent across the Union
Territory.

Designed as a one-stop solution for employment needs,
the platform offers features such as creation of profession-
al candidate profiles, online job searches, easy application
submission, real-time application tracking and direct
communication between employers and applicants.
Employers, meanwhile, will be able to post vacancies,
define job requirements, screen candidates through
advanced filters and directly connect with prospective
employees through the portal

Officials said the initiative is expected to strengthen the

argued that private agricultural land had been used for the
road without notification, acquisition or payment of com-
pensation. Government Advocate Ilyas Nazir Laway, rep-
resenting the official respondents, contested the claim and
submitted that no private land of the petitioners had been
utilised.

in Ladakh by I technol-
ogy to create a seamless, efficient and transparent recruit-
ment ecosystem.

Suppression...

before the dossier was submitted for preventive detention,

the prosecution had already sought cancellation of bail
granted to the petitioner in the NDPS case. However, the,
application was rejected by the Additional Sessions
Judge/Special Judge under the NDPS Act, Udhampur, on
April 5, 2025

The respondents were represented by Senior Additional
Advocate General Monika Kohli.

The High Court noted that despite the failure of the pros-
ecution’s attempt to secure cancellation of bail, there was|
“not even a whisper" about this important fact in the
dossier placed before the Divisional Commissioner,
Jammu.

Justice Bharti observed that the detention record itself]
contained the application moved for cancellation of bail,|
yet the SSP, Udhampur, did not mention the fact that the
exercise had failed.

The Court held that the omission deprived the detaining
authority of complete facts while considering whether|
preventive detention was warranted. It observed that]
while cancellation of bail had failed on one hand, the peti-
tioner was subsequently subjected to preventive detention
on the other, which was a situation “antithetical to each|
other"

Finding the processing of the preventive detention case|
seriously flawed, the High Court quashed detention order|
No. PITNDPS 46 of 2025 dated July 19, 2025, along with
the confirmation order dated October 28, 2025.

The Court further directed the Superintendent of the con-
cerned jail to restore Makhan Din to his personal liberty|
with immediate effect (JNF)

Ganderbal...

licence or permission. The seized cylinders were taken|
into custody on the spot in the presence of officials from
the Consumer Affairs and Public Distribution (CAPD)
Department after completion of all legal formalities.
Police said the unauthorized storage of such a large quan-|
tity of LPG cylinders not only violated the provisions of]
law but also posed a serious threat to public safety due to
the potential risk of accidents and explosions.

In this regard, FIR No. 91/2026 has been registered at|
Police Station Ganderbal under Sections 3/7 of the|
Essential Commodities Act and Section 287 of the|
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS).
Officials said further investigation is underway to ascer-
tain the extent of the alleged illegal activity and identify|
any other individuals involved in the case.
Ganderbal Police reiterated their commitment to taking|
strict action against activities that endanger public safety|
and disrupt the supply of essential commodities. Citizens
have also been urged to report any instances of hoarding,
black marketing, or other unlawful practices to the nearest|
police station.

Court...

Police Station ACB, Jammu, on the complaint of Om|
Parkash Gupta, resident of Durga Nagar, Bantalab,
Jammu.

According to the prosecution, the complainant had
approached the Patwari for attestation and copy of muta-
tion relating to his land situated at Pooja Colony, Thather,
Bantalab. It was alleged that the Patwari demanded Rs
4,000 as illegal gratification for providing the mutation
copy. Following verification of the complaint, the Anti-
Corruption Bureau laid a trap. The prosecution alleged
that during the trap proceedings, Asif Chowdhary, stated
to be associated with the Patwari, accepted the bribe
money from the complainant on the directions of Monish
Dev Singh. The tainted amount of Rs 4,000 was alleged-
ly recovered from Asif Chowdhary in the presence of|
i i During on charge,|
Additional Public Prosecutor Jitender Kumar Anand,
appearing for the ACB, submitted that the chargesheet,
statements of witnesses recorded during investigation and|
documentary evidence disclosed a prima facie case
against both accused. He argued that there was sufficient|
material to presume their involvement in the alleged
offences and sought framing of charges.

The accused, however, denied the allegations and sought]
discharge from the case, contending that they had been
falsely implicated and that the prosecution material was
insufficient to proceed against them. The Court observed
that at the stage of framing charge, it was not required to
conduct a detailed appreciation of evidence or hold a|
mini-trial. It noted that strong suspicion founded on the,
material on record was sufficient to frame charges and put|
the accused to trial. Referring to the complainant's state-
ment, the shadow witness account, the alleged recovery of|
tainted currency notes and other material collected during
investigation, the Court held that a prima facie case was
made out against both accused. Accordingly, charges
under Sections 7/12 of the Prevention of Corruption Act|
read with Section 120-B IPC were framed against Monish|
Dev Singh and Asif Chowdhary. Both accused pleaded
not guilty and claimed trial. (INF)
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DC Ramban presides over Mahila Jan Sunwai at Chanderkot

+

JAMMU

Women raise key issues, most grlevances resolved on the spot

RAMBAN, JUNE 04: Deputy
Commissioner Ramban,
Mohammad Alyas Khan, today
presided over a Mahila Jan Sunwai
at Panchayat Ghar Chanderkote.
The programme was organised by
the  District ~ Administration
Ramban to provide a dedicated
platform for women to voice their
concerns, seek redressal of griev-
ances and obtain information about
welfare schemes and public ser-
vices

The event saw participation from a
large number of women from
Chanderkote and adjoining areas,
who interacted with the district
administration and raised issues
relating to public services, basic
amenities, welfare  schemes,
health, education, livelihood
opportunities, infrastructure devel-
opment and other community con-
cems

Among those present were
Additional Deputy Commissioner
Ramban, Varunjeet Singh Charak,

Traffic Police (Rural) Jammu lodges two FIRs
for forged route permit, MV Act violations

Dy SP Headquarters Wagar Bhat,
Tehsildar Ramban Deep Kumar,
District Social Welfare Officer
Sahil Bagotra, Tehsildar
Headquarters Reejuta Mahajan,
Block Development  Officer
Ramban, representatives of the
District Legal Services Authority
(DLSA) and officers from various
line departments.

The Deputy Commissioner lis-
tened to the grievances and sug-
gestions put forth by the women

participants. He resolved most
issues on the spot by issuing direc-
tions to the concerned officers. For
matters requiring further examina-
tion or intervention,

trict. He the vital role

JAMMU, FRIDAY 5, JUNE 2026 3

p DC Reasi reviews arrangements for

Annual Baba Aghar Jitto Mela 2026

REASI JUNE 04: Deputy

of women in spreading awareness
against substance abuse and safe-
guarding future generations from
the menace of drugs.

The women participants expressed
satisfaction over the opportunity to
directly interact with senior district
officers and present their concerns
before the administration.
Addressing the gathering, the
Deputy Commissioner reiterated
the District Administration's com-
mitment to inclusive development
and accessible platforms for
women to raise their issues. He
emphasised that women play a
vital role in social and economic

he directed the concerned depart-
ments to take immediate action
and ensure time-bound resolution.
The Deputy Commissioner urged
women to actively join the Nasha
Mukt Jammu and  Kashmir
Abhiyan and contribute towards
making Ramban a drug-free dis-

p and that their active
participation in governance is
essential for building a progressive
society. He also urged women to
avail themselves of various gov-
ernment welfare schemes and
directed officers to ensure wider
awareness and effective outreach
among eligible beneficiaries.

Reasi
Kumar Abhishek, tuday
chaired a review meeting
to assess and finalise
arrangements  for  the
Annual Baba Aghar litto
Mela, scheduled to be held
from June 26 to June 30,
2026. During the meeting,
the Deputy Commissioner
reviewed preparations by
various departments cover-
ing security arrangements,
traffic regulation, drinking
water supply, power sup-
ply, sanitation, healthcare
services, fire safety, park-
ing facilities and other
essential amenities  for
devotees and visitors. The
Deputy Commissioner
directed all departments to

establish  departmental
stalls at the mela venue to
showcase  government-

sponsored schemes, wel-
fare programmes and pub-

lic services and to use these
stalls as a platform for cre-
ating awareness among the
public. He instructed PWD
Katra to undertake neces-
sary repair and mainte-
nance of roads leading to
the shrine and ensure

The Health Department
was directed to deploy ade-
quate medical staff, estab-
lish first-aid facilities and
ensure the availability of
ambulances throughout the

The
Officer,

mela
Executive

period.

smooth of pil-
grims and vehicles, with all
road works to be complet-
ed well before the com-
mencement of the mela.

Katra, was directed to
make comprehensive sani-
tation arrangements in and
around the shrine area.

Div Com reviews flood preparedness and

JAMMU, JUNE 04: Acting
on specific and reliable
information about viola-
tions of Route Permit
norms by Public Service
Vehicles (PSVs) on NH-
144A  (Jammu-Poonch
Highway), the Traffic
Police (Rural) Jammu con-
ducted a special enforce-
ment drive at Salani
Bridge, Rajouri, register-
ing two FIRs against viola-
tors.

During checking, DTI
Rajouri intercepted a bus
(Registration No. JK02DP-
8989) travelling from
Poonch towards Jammu
The vehicle was owned by
Kewal Krishan, son of
Chattru Ram, resident of
House No. 373, Lane No.
45, Digiana  Ashram,
Jammu and driven by
Suksham Sharrma, son of
Kewal Krishan, resident of
Solki  Brehvi,  Tehsil

Kalakote, District Rajouri.
When asked to produce the
relevant documents, the
driver furnished a photo-
copy of a Route Permit
indicating authorisation for
the Poonch-Jammu route.
Suspecting foul play,
the police verified the doc-
ument  through  the
Regional Transport Office
(RTO) concerned.
\Verification revealed that
Route Permit No.
1168/JP/RTAJ/1380 was
forged, as the original per-
mit was valid only for the
Jammu-Banihal route. The
vehicle was seized and the
driver detained. FIR No.
291/2026 was registered at
Police Station Rajouri
under Sections
336/340/318 of the BNS
and 66/192(a)/182 of the
MV Act. In another inci-
dent, a bus (Registration
No. JK02DK-0502) oper-

ating from Poonch to
Jammu was intercepted at
the same location. The
vehicle was owned by
Jagjeet Singh, son of
Jagdev Singh, resident of
Akhnoor, Jammu and dri-
ven by Rameez Ahmed,
son of Nazir Hussain, resi-
dent of Surankote. The dri-
ver failed to produce a
valid Route Permit during
inspection, and subsequent
verification confirmed that
the vehicle was operating
illegally on the Poonch-
Jammu route. The driver
also failed to comply with
the lawful directions of the
Traffic Police officer on
duty. The vehicle was
seized, the driver detained
and another FIR, No.
292/2026, was registered at
Police Station Rajouri
under Section 221 of the
BNS and 66/192(a) of the
MV Act.

heatwave management in Jammu Division

JAMMU, JUNE 04: Divisional
Commissioner Jammu, Ramesh
Kumar today reviewed depart-
ment- and district-wise flood pre-
paredness and heatwave manage-
ment across Jammu Division.

The meeting was attended by

Managing  Director  JPDCL,
Commissioner  JMC,  Deputy
Commissioners  from  Jammu

Division, Director ULB, Director
Food Civil Supplies, Director
Health, Chief Engineers of
JPDCL, Jal Shakti, PWD, UEED
and PMGSY, Joint Director
Information (Jammu), Regional
Officer NHAI and concerned offi-
cers from NHIDCL and Fire and
Emergency Services.

During the meeting, the Divisional
Commissioner sought details of
steps taken by district administra-
tions and heads of departments
regarding flood preparedness
ahead of the forthcoming mon-
soon. He directed Deputy
Commissioners to establish dis-

trict-level control rooms for quick
response, restoration of essential
services and flood mitigation. He
asked them to constantly monitor
water levels in rivers and other
water bodies in their respective
districts. The Deputy
Commissioners of hilly districts
were directed to deploy expert
teams to assess slope stability in
wulnerable areas and take neces-
sary precautionary measures in
advance.

department-wise
preparations, the  Divisional
Commissioner directed
Commissioner JMC to complete
the desilting and cleaning of nal-
lahs and the drainage system in
Jammu city. He directed that men
and machinery be designated for
vulnerable and low-lying areas to
mitigate waterlogging and prevent
flood-related damage.

Necessary directions were issued
to the Mechanical Department,

Reviewing

PMGSY, BRO, NHAI and NHID-
CL to keep roads and bridges open
for smooth connectivity.

Director Health Services informed
the Divisional Commissioner that
sufficient medical supplies have
been dispatched to district hospi-
tals, PHCs and CHCs to prevent
the spread of waterborne and vec-
tor-borne diseases.

The Divisional Commissioner also
reviewed heatwave management
and  directed the Health
Department to regularly issue
advisories on heatwave precau-
tions and dos and don'ts for the
general public.

Chief Engineer JPDCL informed
that an adequate number of trans-
formers, poles and conductors
have been stocked at key locations
and Quick Response Teams have
been deployed to ensure immedi-
ate power restoration in the event

Acting on a tip, Jammu administration

seals illegal arms dealership

JAMMU JUNE 4: Acting
swiftly on a credible tip
received by the district
administration, a surprise
inspection team led by
Tehsildar  Bahu, Raju
Sambyal and Tehsildar
HQ, Mona Chalotra, today
raided the premises of
Aman Arms Company at
Railhead Shopping
Complex and unearthed a
series of serious violations
flagged as of immediate
concern to public safety
and firearms regulation.

The inspection, carried out
under the direct directions
of District Magistrate
Jammu,  Dr. Rakesh
Minhas, revealed that the
establishment had been
operating entirely without

&9 o0

a valid arms dealership

licence. The dealership
licence application of
Aman Shop had been
rejected in the year 2024,
rendering all commercial
activity conducted by the
shop in the capacity of an
arms dealer not only unau-
thorised, but a direct viola-
tion of the Arms Act, 1959
and the Arms Rules, 2016.
More alarmingly, the
inspection team recovered
multiple  Gun Licences
from the premises which
were last renewed from
other districts including
Poonch, Kishtwar,
Ganderbal, Pulwama. A
number of personal docu-
ments belong to license
holders were also

retrieved. Complaints had
also been received by the
district administration that
the establishment was
refusing to return firearms
licences to their rightful
holders; a practice strongly
suggestive of exploitation
of licence holders under
the pretext of offering
renewal or allied facilita-
tion services through unau-
thorised, illegal means.

The District Magistrate,
Dr. Rakesh Minhas, while
taking serious cognisance
of the violations, has
directed that appropriate
legal action be initiated
against those responsible.
He further reiterated that
the district administration
will continue to conduct

inspections of arms dealer-
ships and enforce full com-
pliance with applicable
laws and Home
Department  directives
without exception.
The District
Administration, Jammu,
once again calls upon all
arms licence holders and
members of the public to
exercise extreme caution
and vigilance. No middle-
man, agent or unlicensed
shop has any authority
whatsoever to assist, facili-
tate, expedite, or accept
any payment in connection
with the renewal, applica-
tion or surrender of
firearms licences.

All services related to arms
licences, including renewal

of existing licences, appli-
cation for fresh licences
and surrender of weapons
etc, can be accessed conve-
niently, transparently and
without any intermediary
through  the  National
Database of Arms Licences
- Arms Licensing and
Information System
(NDAL-ALIS), the official
Government of India por-
tal, accessible at
https://ndal-alis.gov.in
Citizens are strongly urged
to report any individual or
establishment ~ soliciting
money, licences or docu-
ments on the pretext of
facilitating arms licence
services to the office of the
District Magistrate,
Jammu.

of floods or heavy rains.

Govt. ITI conducts workshap on solar energy and PM
Surya Ghar Scheme under Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyan

UDHAMPUR, JUNE 04:
As per the directions of
Deputy Commissioner
Udhampur, Minga Sherpa,

Government  Industrial
Training Institute
Udhampur, in collabora-
tion with JPDCL

Udhampur today conduct-

tised about the social, eco-
nomic and health conse-
quences of substance abuse
and encouraged to con-
tribute towards building a
drug-free society. The
workshop featured expert

ness session on the benefits
of solar energy, the PM
Surya Ghar Scheme and
the installation of rooftop
solar systems under the
Nasha ~ Mukt  Bharat
Abhiyan.

The programme aimed to
Create awareness among
youth about the harmful
effects of drug abuse while
promoting skill develop-
ment and employment
opportunities in the renew-
able  energy  sector.
Participants were sensi-

NORTHERN RAILWAY
o SIEMOEE NOTICE

i T i

interactions by Aashish
from Nehru Solar
Solutions, Rishav Gupta
from Vijay Builders,
Udhampur and Er.
Sandeep, Junior Engineer,
JPDCL Udhampur.
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Mega rally under Nasha Mukt Abhiyan and
communal harmony held in Bhaderwah

BHADERWAH, JUNE 04:
An awareness rally centred
on the themes of drug-free
living and communal har-
mony was held today in
Bhaderwah. The event was
a joint initiative of District
Administration Doda, the
Central Reserve Police
Force, all line departments,
Beoparmandal Bhaderwah,
the Youth Action
Committee Bhaderwah and
local civil society bodies.

The rally was flagged off
by Senior Superintendent
of Police Doda, Kartik
Shrotriya from the main
gate of Government Higher
Secondary School (Boys)
Bhaderwah. Guests of hon-

our included Additional

Deputy Commissioner
Bhaderwah, Sunil Kumar
Bhutyal, Chief Education
Officer Doda, Additional
Superintendent of Police
Bhaderwah, Sub-

L L

Divisional Police Officer
Bhaderwah, Commanding
Officer CRPF,  Block

Medical Officer
Bhaderwah, Block
Development Officer
Bhaderwah  and  the

Principal of Government
Higher Secondary School
(Boys) Bhaderwah.
Following the flag-off, par-
ticipants marched through
the town, chanting anti-
drug slogans including
“Say No to Drugs," con-
veying a strong message
against substance abuse
while reinforcing commu-
nal brotherhood

The rally culminated at
Seri Bazar Park, where a
large gathering of students
and local citizens remained
assembled despite sudden
rain. The leadership of
Beoparmandal Bhaderwah
extended a traditional wel-
come to the chief guest and

other dignitaries.

A highlight of the pro-
gramme was the adminis-
tration of the anti-drug and
communal harmony
pledge, read out by SSP
Doda Kartik Shrotriya and
repeated by the gathering.
The event saw participa-
tion from all sections.

of society, including the
Ex-Pradhan of Sanatan
Dharam Bhaderwah, the
President of Anjuman
Islamia Bhaderwah, mem-
bers of Beoparmandal
Bhaderwah, ex-service-
men, NCC cadets and stu-
dents from local schools
and colleges

o9 o8
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JDA Extension Jammu Leads Khet Bachao Abhiyan  SMVDU faculty member delivers invited talk
Awareness Programmes in Udhampur District

UDHAMPUR, JUNE 4

Under the ongoing
Khet Bachao Abhiyan,
Joint Director
Agriculture
(Extension), Jammu,
Shri  Sanjay Anand,
today led awareness
programmes at Kallar,

ub-Division
Udhampur, and Sub-
Division Ramnagar in
District Udhampur to
promote sustainable
agricultural practices
and create awareness
among farmers regard-

COURTES
WHECYOR!TE OF AGRICULTURE FFDDIICT[OII
FARMERS WELFARE-JAMM ;

tices, and ensuring
that all eligible farmers
avail themselves of the
benefits of various flag-
ship Government
schemes.

The Joint Director
also  reviewed the
progress of the cam-
paign and directed offi-
cers and field func-
tionaries to intensify
awareness and out-
reach activities at the
grassroots level. He
instructed them to
ensure maximum cov-
erage of farmers under
KCC, PM-KISAN, Soil

ing the conservation

and protection of agri- officers, and staff of the  Committees constitut-

cultural land. Agr I ture edforthe Khet Bachao

Sanjay Anand was Department. Abhiyan campaign,
accompanied by the Sanjay Anand public representatives,
District Agriculture attended and officers and officials of
Officer (Extension), addressed well-attend- the Agriculture
Udhampur, DO ed awareness pro- Department, field func-

(Vegetables),
Udhampur, Mushroom
Development  Officer,
Udhampur, District-
Level Subject Matter
Specialists, Sub-
Divisional Level Subject
Matter Specialists, field

grammes at both the
subdivisions. The
events witnessed the
participation of a large
number of farmers,
members of the
District-Level and Sub-
Divisional Level

tionaries, and other
stakeholders.
Addressing the gath-
erings, Shri Sanjay
Anand highlighted the
objectives of the
month-long campaign,
with special focus on

NC Govt squandering time on internal discord
while public issues suffer: Adv. Devraj Sharma

JAMMU , JUNE 4

Senior BJP leader
and advocate Devraj
Sharma has strongly
criticized the National
Conference (NC) gov-
ernment, alleging that
it is prioritizing the res-
olution of internal
political differences
over addressing the
pressing concerns of
the people of Jammu
and Kashmir. Sharma
said the reported
seven-hour-long meet-
ing of the ruling party
to settle internal dis-
agreements has
exposed the govern-
ment's misplaced prior-
ities at a time when cit-
izens are struggling
with a host of unre-
solved issues.

a  statement
issued here, Sharma

remarked that while
the ruling leadership
remains occupied with
managing its internal
affairs, ordinary citi-
zens continue to face
hardships in securing
basic services and
administrative support.
He alleged that Chief
Minister Omar
Abdullah and several
ministers, who are
handling multiple

important portfolios,
have failed to devote
adequate time and
attention to the day-to-
day problems con-
fronting the public.
According to Sharma,
people are being forced
to make repeated visits
to government offices,
yet  their grievances
remain pending due to
what he termed as
administrative indiffer-
ence. The BJP leader
asserted that several
sectors requiring
immediate interven-
tion, including drinking
water supply, electrici-
ty, road infrastructure,
healthcare  services,
revenue  administra-
tion, and public griev-
ance redressal, are suf-
fering because gover-
nance has taken a back
seat.

Bima Yojana (PMFBY).

Minister ~ Session

launched a sca?lng

ster
Abdullah and Natlonal
Conference legislators,

Card Health Cards, and
PM-  PMFBY, maintain regu-

KISAN saturation, Soil lar interaction with
Health Card generation farming communities,

and and conduct village-
Fasal level awareness pro-
grammes throughout
the the campaign period.

importance of main- He further emphasized
health,
adopting balanced and tive
judicious use of fertiliz-  among stakeholders,
ers, promoting sustain- and extensive dissemi-
climate- nation of key messages
resilient farming prac- related.

Omar's MLASs need governance lessons, not picnic politics: Bali Bhagat

__JAMMU, JUNE4

timely reporting, effec-
coordination

slon to stage a protest

ew Delhi during

leader Parllaments Monsoon

demanding

today restoration of state-
hood

"People expected the
Chief Minister and his
MLASs to discuss unem-
ployment, drinking
water shortages, elec-

governance tricity problems, deteri-

welfare orating road connectiv-
remaining ity, healthcare deficien-
obsessed with political Cles,

inflation and
state- developmental issues.
Instead, hey  were

Reactlng to the day» taken on what appears

to be a political excur-

Con erence sion to Dachigam to
and MPs at discuss how to save the
National National Conference's
Park, Bhagat said the declining credibility,"
appeared Bhagat said.

like a political
picnic than a serious alleged that the
review of the challenges ~ National
confronting the people government has spent

The former Minister
Conference

and months making excus-

Kashmir. Reports indi- s and raising the
cate that the meeting statehood issue while
culminated in a deci- failing to provide even

Yudhvir Sethi holds Public Darbar, ensures
timely redressal of public issues

JAMMU, JUNE 4

Continuing his outreach
programme to address public
grievances and ensure effec-
tive governance, Yudhvir
Sethi, MLA Jammu East
Constituency, on Thursday
held a Public Darbar at the
BJP office in Kachi Chawni,
here.

A large number of residents
from different areas of the
constituency attended the
programme and apprised the
MLA of various civic and
developmental issues.

During the interaction,
people raised concerns related
to roads, drainage, sanitation,
water supply, electricity, and
other public utility services.
Several individuals also sub-
mitted representations
regarding issues requiring
intervention from various gov-
ernment departments.

Listening patiently to the

assured the people that their
concerns would be taken up
with the concerned authori- public
ties on priority.

He reiterated his commit-

redressal of public issues and

emphasized that public wel-
Yudhvir Sethi fare remains at the core of his
developmental agenda.

The MLA said that such

grammes provide an effective
platform for understanding
ensuring timely the problems faced by citizens
at the grassroots level.

He added that regular dia-
logue with the people helps in
identifying local issues and
finding practical solutions
through coordinated efforts
with ~ government depart-
ments.

Sethi further stated that
the present central govern-
ment is committed to trans-
parent, accountable, and peo-
ple-centric governance.

Several issues raised dur-
ing the Public Darbar were
addressed on the spot
through telephonic discus-
sions with departmental offi-
cers, while others were for-
warded to the concerned
authorities for immediate
action,

Residents appreciated the
initiative and thanked the
MLA for making himself
accessible to the public and
personally monitoring the res-
olution of their grievances.

at National Physics Conference PHYCON-26

KATRA, JUNE 4

Shri Mata Vaishno
Devi University
(SMVDU) has added
another feather to its
cap as Dr. Pankaj
Biswas, Assistant
Professor in the School
of Physics, was invited
to deliver a lecture at
PHYCON-26, the pres-
tigious National
Physics Conference
organized at the Indian
Institute of Technology The
(IIT) Ropar.

Dr. Biswas present- interest
ed an invited talk titled

imaging systems.

"Next-Generation cians, scientists,
Vanadate Phosphors students representing
universities, as an important plat-
maging research laboratories, form for
and academic institu-

for Photonic, Sensing leading

and opportunities

presentation associated with the
attracted considerable development of highly
from efficient phosphors for
researchers, academi- emerging technological

and requirements.
PHYCON-26 served

scientific

and |

Applications,”  high-
lighting cutting-edge
research in the field of
advanced luminescent
materials. His lecture
focused on the develop-
ment of rare-earth-
doped vanadate phos-
phors and their
promising applications
I modern photonic
devices, optical sensing
technologies, and bio-

basic amenities and
effective governance to
the people.
"Statehood has
become a convenient
shield behind which
Omar Abdullah is hid-
ing his government's
failures. Every time the
publlc raises guestions
about development,
employment, roads,
powersupplyoradmm»
Istrative inefficiency,
the NC leadership
tarts crying about
statehood.” Governance

tions from across the
country. During his
talk, Dr. Biswas elabo-
rated on the synthesis,
characterization, and
luminescence proper-
ties of novel phosphor
materials designed for
next-generation optical
and imaging applica-
tions. He also dis-
cussed the challenges

cannot be postponed
indefinitely under the
pretext of constitution-
al demands," he said.

there was widespread
political  speculation
that it was being con-
vened amid growing
dissatisfaction “among
legislators and discus-
sions surrounding a
possible cabinet expan-

"The people of
Jammu and Kashmir
did not elect this gov-
ernment merely to pass
resolutions and organ-
ise protests. They elect-
ed It to govern. If after
months “in office the
government's blg?est
achievement is plan-
ning demonstrations in
Delhi, it is an admis-
sion of administrative
failure," he remarked.

Taking a swipe at the
secrecy surrounding
the Dachigam gather-

exchange and collabo-
ration among physi-
cists and material sci-
entists  working in
diverse areas of
research. Dr. Biswas's
participation and invit-
ed lecture underscored
the growing reputation
of SMVDU as a center
of excellence in scien-
tific research and inno-
vation.

ing, Bhagat said the
manner in which legis-
lators were transported
from the Chief
Minister's residence to
the park generated
more * curiosity than
confldence among the

Reports
descrlbed it as a secre-
tive off-site strategy
session attended by NC
legislators and allied
members.

"The government
should spend less time
on political tourism
and more time address-
ing the day-to-day
hardships of common
citizens. Roads are in
poor condition in many
areas, unemployment
remains a major con-
cern, and public griev-
ances are mounting.
Yet the ruling party
appears more interest-
ed in photo opportuni-
ties and political mes-
saging," Bhagat said.

Ganesh Kumar Sharma Conferred International
Peace and Unity Certificate by IUCAS, Palestine

JAMMU, JUNE 4

Eminent contemporary sculptor

tural divides and encourage a more
compassionate and inclusive world.
The International Peace and Unity

and internationally acclaimed artist ~Certificate was awarded with deep
Ganesh Kumar Sharma has_been appreciation and resPeCt by the

conferred

prestigious management of

of IUCAS, which” com-

e
"International Peace and Unity mended Sharma's Ilfelong commlt»

Certificate" by the International
University of " Culture, Arts d
Sciences~ (IUCAS),

ent to using art as a medium for
an Social transtormation
Palestine, in harmony. The institution noted that

and global

recognition of his remarkable contri- his work reflects universal human
bution to promoting peace, unity, Vvalues and serves as a source of

res_Pect and humanity through art.

he “honor has been bestowed alike.

inspiration for artists and_society

On the occasion, Director

upon Sharma for his unwavering General and Ambassador Marceia

dedication to fostering positive val- Men

Zabal of Brazil and

e
ues through his creative sculptures Pres'def‘t Of |UCAS Palestine, Dr.

over the past four decades. His artis-
tic creations, known for conveying
owerful social and
messages, have inspired individuals

Zablah, extended _'their

heartfelt congratulatlons and best
humanitarian Wishes to Ganesh Kumar Sharma.
They praised his

exceptional

and communities across the globe achievements and wished him con-
and contributed _significantly to tinued success in his future artistic
strengthening the ideals of harmony and humanitarian endeavors. A dis-

and mutual understanding. tlngulshed son of the soll Ganesh
Accordln to the citation issued hai s ameng ‘the most
by IUCAS, the award recognizes out- res ected scu tors from Jammu

standing efforts |ncFr0m0t|ng coop-
eration, understandin

a
ful coexistence among nations, cul» years,
international, national, and state-

tures, and communities. It acknowl

Kashmir,

ver the course of a

g, and peace- career spanning more than forty-five

he has” received numerous

edges Sharma's role as a creatlve level awards and honors for his out-
ambassador of peace whose artistic ~Standing contribution to art and cul-

endeavors have helped bridge cul- ture

Neglect of Vedic teachings after Mahabharata led
humanity into ignorance: Swami Ram Swarup

JAMMU, JUNE 4

On the 54th day of
the ongoing 78-day
Chaturveda Yajna
being conducted at Ved
Mandir, Yol, renowned
Vedic scholar and Yoga
Acharya Swami Ram
Swarup Ji delivered an
enlightening discourse,
emphasizing the eter-
nal relevance of Vedic
knowledge in guiding

humanity towards
peace, prosperity and
righteous living.
Addressing devotees

and seekers, he
explained the profound
message of Rigveda

Mantra 10/53/6,
wherein  God  com-
mands all  human

beings to contemplate,
study and practice the
teachings contained in
the Vedas.

Swami Ji stated that
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until the era of the
Mahabharata, society
remained firmly rooted
in Vedic principles. The
regular study and
recitation of Vedic
mantras, association
with learned scholars,
and performance of
Agnihotra and Yajnas
fostered harmony,
prosperity and spiritual
advancement  across
the world. He noted
that references found
in the Bal Kand (Sarga

4) of the Valmiki
Ramayana, the
Mahabharata and
other ancient Rishi-
authored texts vividly
describe an age marked
by righteousness,
social order and lasting
peace. However, after
the Mahabharata war,
humanity gradually
drifted away from the
guidance of learned
sages and abandoned
the practices of Vedic
study, Yajna and other
noble deeds. As a
result, the radiant light
of Vedic wisdom began
to fade, giving rise to
ignorance and moral
decline.

Drawing an analogy,
Swami Ji explained
that just as the
absence of the sun
plunges the world into
darkness, the disap-
pearance.

People's concerns must not be overshadowed
by political priorities: Om Parkash Khajuria

JAMMU, JUNE 4

Prominent Human Rights
Activist Oom Parkash
Khajuria has expressed con-
cern over what he described
as the growing gap between
public expectations and gov-
ernmental priorities, assert-
ing that the administration
must devote its energies to
addressing the pressing con-
cerns of citizens rather than
becoming excessively occu-
pied with political and orga-
nizational matters,

In a statement issued here
on Thursday, Khajuria said
that at a time when people
across Jammu and Kashmir
are looking towards the gov-
ernment for timely solutions
to their day-to-day problems,
governance should remain
the foremost priority. He
observed that reports of pro-
longed political deliberations

within the ruling establish-
ment have raised legitimate
questions among the public
regarding the government's
focus and responsiveness to
|ssues affecting ordinary citi-
zen:

"The people of Jammu
and Kashmir expect their
government to remain fully
engaged in resolving matters

*e o0

related to development,
employment, public services,
infrastructure and welfare.
Political discussions have
their place, but they should
never come at the cost of effi-
cient governance and public
service delivery," Khajuria
remarked.

The noted human rights
activist emphasized that citi-
zens continue to face numer-
ous challenges requiring
immediate attention, includ-
ing delays in administrative
processes, deficiencies in
civic infrastructure, concerns
related to healthcare and
education, and the need for
greater transparency in gov-
ernmental functioning. He
said that people from both
urban and rural areas expect
a responsive administration
capable of addressing their
grievances in a timely and
effective manner.

Khajuria observed that
elected representatives and
ministers are entrusted with
a responsibility to serve the
people and ensure that gov-
ernment departments func-
tion efficiently. He stressed
that public confidence in
democratic institutions is
strengthened when govern-
ments remain accessible,
accountable and committed
to addressing the concerns of
the common man.

"Governance is ultimately
judged by the relief and
opportunities it provides to
citizens. The success of an
administration lies in its abil-
ity to improve the lives of
people through effective
implementation of policies,
prompt grievance redressal
and transparent deci:
making," he said.
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BJYM Protests Against NC Government  Khet

JAMMU

Over Unemployment Issues In J&K

JAMMU, JUNE 4

The youth wing of
the BJP on Thursday
held a protest here
against the Omar
Abdullah-led National
Conference government

in Jammu and
Kashmir, accusing it of
failing to fulfil its

promise of providing
one lakh jobs to edu-
cated youth.

Led by the Bharatiya
Janata Yuva Morcha
(BJYM) president Arun
Prabhat, scores of
party activists gathered
at Kachi Chawani and
raised slogans against
the government.

The protesters also
burnt an effigy of the
chief minister.

Talking to reporters,
Prabhat alleged the NC
had promised one lakh
jobs and creation of
new employment
opportunities in its
2024 election mani-

festo, but had failed to
deliver on those com-
mitments.

He accused the gov-
ernment of betraying
the aspirations of
unemployed youth and
claimed that instead of
filling vacancies, it had
moved to surrender
posts that had
remained vacant for
nearly two years.

Referring to a recent
government order,
Prabhat  said the
administration, under
the pretext of austerity
measures, had decided
to surrender long-
vacant posts and had
further stated that
such posts “shall not
be revived.” “By doing
so0, the government has
effectively signed the

NC Legislatures party decision to hold protest in Delhi for the
restoration of Statehood is eye opening for Modi Govt: NC

Jammu, June 4The Jammu
and Kashmir National
Provincial President
Jammu, Rattan Lal Gupta
said that the decision of the
National Conference
Legislature Party to hold a
protest in Delhi on the
opening day of the forth-
coming Monsoon Session
of Parliament for the
restoration of Statehood to
Jammu and Kashmir is a
significant and historic
step in the democratic
struggle of the people of
J&K. While addressing a
Joining function at Sher-e-
Kashmir Bhavan, Jammu
today. The joining func-
tion was organized by
Vijay Laxmi Datta Senior
leader. Mr Rattan Lal
Gupta said  that

Restoration of Statehood is
not merely a political
demand; it is a constitu-
tional, democratic, and
legitimate right of the peo-
ple of Jammu and Kashmir.
The continued denial of
Statehood by the Centre
Govt has deprived the peo-
ple of their full democratic
rights and weakened the
federal structure that forms
the foundation of the

Republic uf Indla Gupta
emphasized that the pro-
posed protest should serve
as an eye-opener for the
Modi Government. It is
unprecedented and deeply
concerning that legislators
belonging to a democrati-
cally elected ruling party
are compelled to protest in
the national capital against
the Union Government for
the restoration.

death warrant of the
employment dreams of
the youth,” he said,
terming the decision
unfortunate and anti-
youth.

The BJYM leader
alleged that nearly two
years after the NC
assumed office, unem-
ployment continued to
remain a major con-
cern, leaving many

educated people frus-
trated and disillu-
sioned.

He further accused
the government of
imposing austerity on
the youth while
Increasing its own
expenditure, protocol
arrangements and
other official expenses.
Prabhat said the youth
had taken to the streets
to remind the govern-
ment of its poll promis-
es and warned that the
BJP's youth wing
would continue its agi-
tation until the deci-
sion was reversed and
adequate employment
opportunities were cre-
ated.

They also alleged
that the NC govern-
ment had betrayed the
trust of the youth and
demanded immediate
withdrawal of the order
freezing and surrender-
ing vacant posts.

__SAMBA, JUNE4

he flagship
"KhetBachaoAbhlyan“
launched by
KrishiVigyan Kendra
(KVK), Samba contin-
ued with great enthusi-
asm and farmer partic-
ipation on its fourth
day in Block Vijaypur,
covering the villages of
GurahSlathia and
Simbawali. The cam-
paign is being conduct-
ed under the direct
supervision and guid-
ance of Prof. Sanjay
Khajuria, who has been
actively monitoring the
progress of the pro-
gramme across differ-
ent blocks of the dis-
trict.

The campaign aims
to create awareness
among farmers regard-
ing sustainable agricul-
tural practices, soil
health  management,
crop protection mea-
sures, efficient use of
fertilizers and pesti-
cides, water conserva-
tion, and adoption of

JAMMU, FRIDAY

scientific farming tech-
nologies for enhancing
productivity and prof-

itability while safe-
guarding agricultural
lands.

During the pro-
gramme, a team of sci-
entists comprising Dr.
Neerja Sharma, Dr.
Saurav Gupta, Dr. Ajay
Kumar, and Dr. Shalini
Khajuria delivered
expert lectures on vari-
ous aspects of modern
agriculture. The
experts highlighted the
importance of balanced
nutrient management,
integrated pest man-
agement, conservation
agriculture, climate-
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Bachao Abhiyan by KVK Samba reaches
block Vij Jaypur of dlstrlct Samba

resilient farming prac-
tices, and the need for
preserving soil fertility
for future generations.

Addressing the gath-
ering, the scientists
emphasized that the
"KhetBachaoAbhiyan"
is not merely an aware-
ness programme but a
movement to promote
sustainable  farming
and protect valuable
agricultural resources
from degradation.
Farmers were encour-
aged to adopt scientific
recommendations and
maintain regular con-
tact with KVK Samba
for technical guidance
and support.

Ramban residents take to streets over Sawalkakote
project, peacefull rally taken by SJAC

RAMBAN, JUNE 4

The peaceful town of
Ramban witnessed a
massive surge of publlc
mobilization
Thursday as hundreds
of residents, led by the
Sawalkakote Joint

Committee
marched to
"justice and
transparency” regard-
ing the 1,856 MW
Sawalkakote
Hydroelectric Project.

The rally, which
observers described as
one of the largest dis-
plays of local solidarity
in recent months, high-
lighted growing anxi-
eties over land acquisi-
tion and the potential
marginalization of local
labor. Chanting slo-
gans and carrying play-

"Our

cards such as
Land, Our Rights, our

future” Ramban Ki
Majboori Hai,
Sawalakote Zaroori
Hai, We Want

Compensation as Per
the Fair Compensation
Act, First Preference to
Ramban  Youth |n
Employment,

Development Wlthout

Local Consent .The
protesters marched
from the Dak Bungalow
through the central
business districts of
the town.

Advocate Fairoz
Khan, President of the
SJAC, addressed the
gathered crowd at a
culminating public
meeting. "We are not

Governance can't be held hostage to political firefighting: Rajiv Jasrotia

KATHUA, JUNE 4

Launching a sharp attack
on the National Conference-
led government, BJP leader
and MLA Jasrota Rajiv
Jasrotia on Thursday assert-
ed that governance must
never take a backseat to
political firefighting, saying
the people of Jammu and
Kashmir are looking for solu-
tions to their everyday prob-
lems rather than witnessing
prolonged efforts by the rul-
ing_dispensation to resolve
its internal differences.

Addressing party workers
and members of the public,
Jasrotia expressed serious
concern over what he
described as the govern-
ment's misplaced priorities
at a time when citizens
across the Union Territory
are grappling with a range of
pressing issues. Referring to
reports of lengthy delibera-
tions within the ruling estab-
lishment aimed at address-

DC Samba chairs Block Diwas at Palli, emphasises
public grievance redressal and drug-free society

ing internal matters, he said

such developments raise
questions about the govern-
ment's commitment to pub-
lic welfare and efficient
administration.

"The people of Jammu
and Kashmir elected this
government to govern, not to
remain consumed by inter-
nal political management.
Every hour spent on settling

political differences is an
hour lost in addressing the
genuine concerns of citizens
who expect accountability,
responsiveness and develop-
ment," Jasrotia said.

The BJP legislator
observed that Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah and several
cabinet ministers are
entrusted with crucial port-
folios carrying enormous
responsibility. He main-
tained that the government
should be devoting its full
attention to improving public
services, accelerating devel-
opmental projects, creating
employment opportunities
and ensuring timely delivery
of essential services.
Instead, he alleged, gover-
nance appears to be suffer-
ing as political considera-
tions continue to dominate
the government's agenda.

Jasrotia said people from
every section of society—
farmers, youth, traders,

employees, women and
senior citizens—are increas-
ingly voicing concerns over
delays in administrative
decision-making and inade-
quate attention to public
grievances. He noted that
citizens frequently approach
elected representatives seek-
ing intervention in matters
relating to infrastructure,
public  utilities, welfare
schemes and departmental
functioning, underscoring
the urgent need for a more
proactive and people-centric
administration. "The aspira-
tions of the people are
immense. They expect roads
to be built, public services to
improve, employment oppor-
tunities to expand and griev-
ances to be resolved prompt-
ly. Governance must be visi-
ble not in conference rooms
but on the ground where
people's lives are directly

affected,” he remarked.

Calling for greater
accountability and adminis-
trative efficiency, Jasrotia
urged the government to
institute regular perfor-
mance reviews of depart-
ments and ensure that min-
isters remain accessible to
the public. He stressed that
the success of any govern-
ment is measured by its abil-
ity to deliver results and
improve the quality of life of
its citizens rather than by its
capacity to manage political
contradictions within its
ranks. The MLA further
stated that Jammu and
Kashmir stands at a crucial
juncture where focused gov-
ernance, transparent deci-
sion-making and speedy
implementation of develop-
ment initiatives are essential
for sustaining public trust.
He cautioned that any per-
ception of governance being
overshadowed by internal
political concerns.

anti-development,” Mr.
Khan stated, "but
development cannot

come at the cost of our
dignity and livelihoods.
Ramban must remain
the central stakehold-
er. We are hearing
reports of connectivity
changes that could
bypass our district; we
will not stand for it."
The Sawalkakote
project, slated to be one
of the largest in the
region, has been a focal
point of discussion for
decades. However, the
recent push for its exe-
cution has reignited
fears regarding rehabil-
itation. Khan empha-
sized that local youth
should be the first ben-
eficiaries of the employ-
ment boom the project
is expected o generate.
e SJ has sub-
mltted a memorandum
of demands, insisting
that compensation be
paid strictly in accor-
dance with the Fair
Compensation Act. The
committee warned that
while today's rally was
peaceful, the movement
would intensify if the

administration failed to
engage in a transparent
dialogue with the pro-
ject-affected families.
The SJAC also high-
lighted the issue of
repeated extensions in
the tendering process.
Speakers noted that
the tender process has
reportedly been extend-
ed multiple times since
February, with the lat-

est deadline being
extended from June 4
to June 16,

As the sun set over
the Chenab, the mes-
sage from Ramban was
clear: the project's suc-
cess will be measured
not just in megawatts,
but in the justice
served to the people
upon whose land it
stands. The SJAC
members who orga-
nized the rally and and
those who addressed
were the gathering were
Ali Shan, Sanjay
Kumar, Rahi Manzoor,
Mudasir Azmat,
Sheetal Singh Bali,
Abdul  Rahim
Tauseef Mir,
Shoil, Vakil.
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MLA Arvind inaugurates Rs 63 Lakh Field
Channel Extension Project at Pouni Chak

SAMBA, JUNE 04: Deputy
Commissioner Samba, Ayushi Sudan
today chaired a Block Diwas programme
at Panchayat Palli, Block Bari Brahmana,
aimed at addressing public grievances,
assessing developmental needs and ensur-
ing effective delivery of government ser-
vices at the grassroots level.

The programme commenced with a pledge
under the 100-Day Nasha Mukt Jammu
and Kashmir Abhiyan, reaffirming the col-
lective commitment towards building a
drug-free  society. The  Deputy
Commissioner also conveyed a strong
message for a drug-free Samba, urging all
stakeholders, particularly the youth, to
actively participate in the campaign
During the public outreach, the Deputy
Commissioner interacted with residents
and heard various issues raised by the pub-
lic. The grievances mainly pertained to
water scarcity, renovation and mainte-
nance of ponds, power supply, healthcare
facilities, road connectivity, playground
infrastructure and other civic amenities.
The Deputy Commissioner assured the
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public that all genuine concerns would be
addressed in a time-bound manner and
directed the concerned departments to take
immediate action on the issues highlight-
ed. She stressed the importance of prompt
action, inter-departmental coordination
and regular monitoring to ensure efficient
delivery of public services. Special
emphasis was laid on water and power
supply in view of the prevailing summer
season. Concerned departments were
directed to ensure uninterrupted provision
of essential services and take proactive
measures to address public concerns. The
programme was attended by Additional
District Development Commissioner
Champa Devi Thakur, Chief Planning
Officer Samba Kasturi Lal, Sub-
Divisional Magistrate Vijaypur, Assistant
Commissioner  Development, ~ Chief
Medical Officer Samba, Chief Education
Officer Samba, Executive Engineers of
various departments, Tehsildar Bari
Brahmana, Block Development Officer
Bari Brahmana, district officers and other
stakeholders.

JAMMU, JUNE 4

MLA Jammu West, Arvind
Gupta, today inaugurated the
Field Channel Extension
Project in Ward No. 32, Pouni
Chak, a major irrigation infra-
structure initiative being exe-
cuted at a cost of ?63 lakh.

The project is aimed at
strengthening irrigation facili-
ties in the area, ensuring effi-
cient water management, and
providing much-needed sup-
port to the farming communi-
ty. The extension of the field
channel is expected to
improve water availability to
agricultural lands, enhance
crop productivity, and benefit
a large number of farmers in
the region.

Speaking on the occasion,
Arvind Gupta said that the
development of irrigation
infrastructure remains crucial
for strengthening the rural

economy and improving the
livelihoods of farmers.
"Farmers are the backbone
of our economy, and providing
them with reliable irrigation
facilities is one of our fore-
most priorities. This Field
Channel Extension Project
will ensure better water distri-
bution, reduce wastage, and
help farmers increase agricul-
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tural productivity. The BJP-
led government's commitment

to rural development and
farmer welfare is reflected in
such projects that directly
benefit the grassroots,” he
said.

Gupta further stated that
under the leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
unprecedented attention has

been given to strengthening
agricultural infrastructure,
promoting water conserva-
tion, and improving the socio-
economic condition of farmers
across the country.

"The completion of this pro-
ject will not only address irri-
gation-related issues in the
area but will also contribute
significantly to the overall
development of the agricultur-
al sector. We will continue to
work tirelessly to ensure that
every village and farming
community receives the bene-
fits of development and mod-
ern infrastructure," he added.

The MLA assured residents
that several other develop-
mental projects aimed at
improving civic amenities,
road connectivity, drainage,
water supply, and public
infrastructure are also being
pursued across the Jammu
West constituency.
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[ EDITORIAL |
Delhi Hotel fire incident
Jammu and Kashmir the tourist

destination needs to take cognizance of

The Delhi Hotel fire incident is a stark warning that
Jammu and Kashmir, as a fast-emerging all-weather
tourist destination, needs to take cognizance of be-
cause the Valley, Jammu, and Ladakh are witnessing an
unprecedented surge in footfall with 2.35 crore pro-
jected for 2026, and thisboom has triggered rapid con-
struction of hotels, guest houses, houseboats, homes-
tays, and tented camps in Srinagar, Gulmarg,
Pahalgam, Sonamarg, Katra, Patnitop, Bhaderwah,
and Sanasar, yet fire safety compliance, building
codes, and emergency preparedness have not kept
pace with the scale, and the February 2019 Hotel Arpit
Palace fire in Karol Bagh, Delhi, where 17 people died
due to blocked exits, wooden paneling, illegal floors,
and absence of functional fire alarms, is a case study
that J&K cannot ignore because the same vulnerabili-
tiesexist in the UT’s hospitality sector, and the lessons
areurgentasrail connectivity through the Udhampur-
Srinagar-Baramulla Rail Link, new national high-
ways, and cheaper flights will add 30 lakh more
tourists annually, putting exponential pressure on lim-
ited bed capacity and incentivizing unsafe extensions,
and the geography of J& K makes firerisk deadlier be-
cause most tourist hubs are in seismic Zone V, with
narrow lanes in downtown Srinagar and Katra,
wooden structures in Pahalgam and Gulmarg, sub-
zero temperatures that freeze hydrants, and peak win-
ter occupancy when heating devices like bukharis,
electric blankets, and gas heaters run overnight, and
the 2022 houseboat fires in Dal Lake and the 2023 ho-
tel fire in Gulmarg that gutted 3 properties were near-
misses, and the Delhi incident shows how a small
spark at 4 AM becomes mass casualty when exit
routes are locked, staircases are used as storage, base-
ments are converted to kitchens, and staff are un-
trained, and J&K’s tourism department has registered
2,847 hotels, 1,204 guest houses, and 1,100 house-
boats, yeta 2023 audit by Fire & Emergency Services
found that only 41 percent had valid fire NOCs, and
among homestays the compliance is below 15 percent,
because owners see NOCs as red tape, and single-win-
dow clearances are weak, and the building bye-laws of
2011 are often bypassed in ecologically fragile zones,
and the problem compounds because many hotels in
Sonamarg and Pahalgam use deodar wood interiors,
PVC ceilings, and synthetic carpets that turn toxicin 3
minutes, and houseboats are anchored in clusters with
LPG cylinders and kangris, and Katra’s dharamsha-
las host 10,000 pilgrims daily in multi-storey dormito-
ries with one staircase, and the Delhi fire proved that
sprinklers, smoke detectors, and illuminated exit sig-
nage are not luxury but life-saving basics, and J&K
must therefore take cognizance through a 5-point ac-
tion plan that begins with a UT-wide fire safety audit of
all commercial accommodations before the 2026
touristseason, using a checklist covering NOC valid-
ity, 2 staircases for buildings above 15 meters, 24/7
water storage of 10,000 liters, hose reels, extinguishers,
auto-glow exit signs, ban on basement kitchens, and
mandatory fire drills every quarter, and the second
point is regulatory overhaul where the Tourism De-
partment, Municipalities, Fire Services, and PDD
must integrate data so that no hotel gets a trade license
or Udyam registration without adigital NOC, and vio-
lations trigger power disconnection, and the third
point is retrofitting support because heritage hotels
and houseboats cannot be demolished, so the govern-
ment should subsidize sprinklers, fire-retardant paint,
and smoke detectors under a “Safe Stay Mission”
modeled on Gujarat’s post-Surat fire policy, and the
fourth point is capacity building because the Delhi
victims died of smoke inhalation while sleeping, so
all hotels must train night staff in evacuation, main-
tain a guest register with room numbers for firefighters,
and keep master keysaccessible, and the fifth point is
tourist awareness where booking portals, IRCTC, and
JKTDC sites display fire-safety ratings like food hy-
giene ratings, and QR codes in rooms show exit plans
in Hindi, Urdu, English, and Bengali, and the econom-
icsjustify action because one major firewill wipe out
years of “Paradise on Earth” branding, and insurance
premiums will spike, and international tour operators
will blacklist the destination, and the legal liability un-
der Bhartiya Nyaya Sanhita for negligence causing
death is now 7 years, and the reputational cost is
higher than compliance cost, and J&K can learn from
Kerala which, after the 2016 Kollam temple fire, man-
dated licensed safety officers for venues above 500
capacity, and from Himachal which banned wooden at-
tic restaurants after the 2023 Manali fire, and the UT
should also map high-risk clusters using GIS, pre-po-
sition mini fire tenders in Pahalgam, Gulmarg, and
Katra, ensure dry hydrants near Dal Lake, and train
SDRF and local youth as first responders because Fire
Services response time in hill terrain is 25 minutes,
and the first 5 minutes decide survival, and the new
Katra-Srinagar rail link will bring elderly pilgrims and
budget tourists unfamiliar with hill protocols, so sta-
tions and hotels must coordinate, and the Vibrant Vil-
lages Programme bringing homestays to border areas
like Keran and Gurez must embed fire safety from day
one, and the upcoming Smart City projects in Srinagar
and Jammu should integrate fire-alarm telemetry to
command centers, and the Lieutenant Governor’s ad-
ministration should issue a White Paper on hotel
safety with public dashboard, and industry bodies like
KHAROF and PHDCCI must self-regulate because
the Delhi Hotel fire incident shows that the difference
between a mishap and a massacre is preparedness, and
Jammu and Kashmir the tourist destination needs to
take cognizance of it not after a tragedy but before it,
because the Valley sells itself on beauty, hospitality,
and safety.

RAJNI SHARMA, EDITOR
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Great Nicobar: India's Maritime Strategic Fulcrum

ADMIRAL D. K. JOSHI

Kautilya's lesson, written into the
grammar of statecraft centuries ago,
has returned with unusual force in
our time. Nations today are again
being tested not merely by the size of
their economies or the strength of
their armies, but by their ability to
read geography, anticipate the future
and act before opportunity turns into
vulnerability. Great Nicobar is one
such test for India.

It may appear as a distant island
at the south-eastern edge of the
Indian map, to be left untouched, as
it largely has been for decades. Great
Nicobar is India's forward maritime
post. Located close to some of the
most important seaways of the Indo-
Pacific, it is one of India's most
important strategic windows to the
world.That is why the proposed devel-
opment of Great Nicobar cannot be
understood merely as an infrastruc-
ture project. It is not just about a
port, an airport, a township or a
power plant. It is a strategic test
about whether India is prepared to
convert a rare geographical advan-
tage to further bolster its
Comprehensive NationalPower.

For centuries, the Indian Ocean
shaped India's destiny, carryingour
trade, ideas, civilisational influence
and, at times, our vulnerabilities. Yet,
for much of the post-Independence
period, India's strategic imagination
remained heavily continental.

It is wundisputed that Great
Nicobar occupies a position of excep-
tional strategic importance. It is one
of the largest islands in the archipel-

ago, with an area of about 910 sq.
km. The total project area of 166.10
sqg. km is only about 2 per cent of the
total area, ofwhich 130.75 sq. km,
approximately 1.82 per cent of the
total forest area of the Islands,is pro-
posed for diversion.

It lies close to South-East Asia
and sits near major global sea lanes,
including the Malacca Strait, the Six

j Degree Channel, the Sunda Strait

and the Lombok Strait. In the true
strategic sense, it is India's eastern
maritime outpost.

Its importance becomes clearer
when it is viewed not from the strate-
gic lens of the high seas. Imagine the
ships moving from the Gulf of Aden
towards the Malacca Strait, energy
cargo sailing from West Asia and
Africa towards East Asia, container
traffic connecting Asia, Africa and
Europe, naval assets, surveillance
platforms and logistics chains moving
through these waters.

The Indian Ocean is increasingly
becoming a crowded strategic arena.
Energy flows, container traffic, naval
deployments, island facilities, under-
sea cables and maritime surveillance
are now part of a larger contest, invis-
ible perhaps to many sitting on the
mainland, but decisive for the future
of nations.

A recent development is that a
decades old proposal for a canal con-
necting Andaman Sea to the Gulf of
Thailand has been shelved. Instead,
an overland 90 km multi-modal land
bridge connecting two newly designed
deep-sea portsalong the tenth parallel
-one in Ranong on the Andaman Sea
and another in Chumphon on the
Gulf of Thailand, along with dual
track high speed rail, multi lane road,
energy pipelines for oil and gas and
air-digital grid, is pending final
approval. All these factors completely
redefine the Indo-Pacific trade route
and shift the economic centre of grav-
itydirectly into the Andaman basin.

The Strait of Malacca is among the
world's most important chokepoints.
It connects the Indian Ocean with the
Pacific and carries energy (oil and
LNG) and commerce of enormous
value. Great Nicobar's Galathea Bay
is about 45 km from the Six Degree
Channel, which connects the Malacca
Strait with routes leading towards

Africa, the Middle East and Europe.
Around one lakh ships pass annually
through the Malacca_ Strait-Six
Degree Channel route. The island's
proximity to the Malacca, Sunda and
Lombok chokepoints gives India sig-
nificant strategic advantage. No seri-
ous maritime power can afford to
ignore such geographical facts.

Across the IOR, powerful coun-
tries are steadily expanding their
presence through ports, logistics
arrangements, maritime access facili-
ties, naval assets, surveillance sys-
tems and economic corridors.

India's answer cannot be hesita-
tion. It must be strategic consolida-
tion.Sovereignty is not strengthened
merely by drawing lines on a map. It
is strengthened when territory
becomes connected, inhabited, ser-
viced, productive and strategically
usable. The International Container
Transshipment Port, greenfield air-
port, township and power plant are
not isolated projects. Together, they
create the ecosystem needed for India
to maintain a credible, sustained and
multidimensional presence at a deci-
sive maritime location.

The National Green Tribunal, after
due diligence and liquidation of
observations, acknowledged the pro-
ject's great significance not only for
economic development of the island
and surrounding areas of strategic
location, but also for defence and
national security.

Singapore did not become a great
maritime hub merely because it was
well located. It built capacity around
that location. Location gave it oppor-
tunity andits infrastructure convert-
ed that opportunity into influence.
Diego Garcia offers another lesson
from the Indian Ocean. It shows how
a remote island, when equipped with
logistics and operational infrastruc-
ture, can acquire outsized strategic
significance. The maritime build the
necessary capacity to use geography.
Great Nicobar allows India to do this
in a balanced and distinctly Indian
way. It can support trade and
strengthen national security, reduce
dependence on foreign transshipment
hubs,enhance India's maritime reac-
hand can serve as a gateway to
South-East Asia and a platform for
the wider Indo-Pacific. A transship-

ment port at Great Nicobar can
reduce dependence of India's tran-
shipped cargo handled at foreign
ports, improve supply-chain
resilience, attract investment, gener-
ate employment and give India
greater certainty over movement of its
own cargo.

Of course, Great Nicobar is envi-
ronmentally sensitive. Any project of
this scale must be implemented with
ecological care, legal compliance, sci-
entific monitoring and genuine miti-
gation. Development cannot be care-
less. But ecological sensitivity cannot
become a permanent veto on strategic
thinking. The real challenge is not to
choose between ecology and national
security. The challenge is to pursue
national security with ecological
responsibility. The real question is
whether India wants to responsibly
develop a strategic island, or whether
it will leave that island under-con-
nected at a time when the entire
Indo-Pacific is being reorganised.

India is both a continental and
maritime power. For too long, the
continental mind overshadowed the
maritime one. The Great Nicobar pro-
ject is therefore not an extravagance,
but a strategic foresight.

A nation's destiny is shaped not
only by the threats it faces, but by the
opportunities it recognises in time.
Great Nicobar is one such opportuni-
ty. To neglect it would be to leave
geography unused and vulnerable to
being shaped by others. To develop it
wisely would be to turn geography
into strength.

India does not need to apologise
for thinking strategically. It only
needs to act responsibly, decisively
and with a clear sense of national
interest. In the Indo-Pacific century,
Great Nicobar is not the edge of India.
It is India's watchtower at the gate-
way of the future.

(The author is currently the Lt.
Governor of the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands and  Vice
Chairman of  the Islands
Development Agency. He is a for-
mer Chief of the Naval Staff and
Commander-in-Chief of the A&N
Command during 2009-10)

From Food Loss to Food Leadership: Why
Is South Asia's Next Big Opportunity

Processing

SHRI CHIRAG PASWAN

South Asia stands at a critical
turning point in its food systems
journey. Despite being a significant
agricultural regionwith rich agro-
biodiversity, too much value is still
lost between the farm and the con-
sumer - a missed opportunity for
farmers, jobs and nutrition.

India reflects this paradox.
According to the FAO, it is the
world's largest producer of milk and
pulses, and the second-largest pro-
ducer of fruits and vegetables. Yet
significant food losses persist due
to gaps in post-harvest handling,
storage, logistics, and processing,
undermining progress toward glob-
al development priorities, including
the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs). This is not just inefficiency
- it is a missed opportunity. Every
tonne of food lost represents lost
income for farmers, lost jobs for
young people, and lost nutrition for
families. Turning this loss into
value must now become a regional
priority.

Food processing is key to
unlocking value-added agriculture.
It connects farms to markets, farm-
ers to firms, and local production to
regional and global value chains -
serving as a bridge between agricul-
ture and broader economic trans-
formation.

Moving from Volume to Value

For decades, agricultural policy
has rightly focused on increasing
production and ensuring food secu-
rity. That agenda has delivered food
security gains. But the next phase
must focus on value creation - gen-
erating jobs, raising farmer
incomes and improving nutrition
outcomes.In India, only about 17
percent of agricultural output is
processed. This must rise signifi-
cantly to around 25 percent by

2030 to unlock the full economic
potential of the sector. At the same
time, reducing post-harvest losses
and strengthening processing link-
ages will be critical to ensuring that
more value is retained within the
economy.Processing extends shelf
life, improves food safety, and
opens access to new domestic and
export markets. More importantly,
it increases the share of economic
value that remains within produc-
ing countries - benefiting farmers,
enterprises, and rural communi-
ties.

Shaping Market Led Value

ains

Achieving this transformation
will require coordinated investment
across the value chain - from pro-
duction and aggregation to process-
ing, logistics, and market access. A
more integrated approach will be
essential to meet evolving con-
sumer demands for quality, safety,
traceability, and cost-effectiveness.

South Asia's rich agro-biodiver-
sity offers significant potential for
higher-value products, particularly
as global demand shifts toward
more diverse, nutritious, and spe-
cialty foods. At the same time, digi-
tal solutions can play a critical role
in  strengthening traceability,
improving quality standards, and
enhancing competitiveness in
increasingly complex global mar-
kets.

Public investment has an impor-
tant role to play, but it must cat-
alyze greater private sector partici-
pation. Strengthening the business
environment, reducing risk, and
enabling effective public-private
collaboration will be essential to
unlocking the scale of investment
required.

India has already taken impor-
tant steps through flagship pro-
grams such as the Pradhan Mantri
Kisan Sampada Yojana, the
Pradhan Mantri Formalization of
Micro Food Processing Enterprises
Scheme, and the Production Linked
Incentive  Scheme for  Food
Processing Industries. These initia-
tives are strengthening infrastruc-
ture, expanding cold chains, and
supporting small and medium
enterprises - laying the groundwork
for a more dynamic and competitive
sector.

Jobs Where They Are Needed

Most

Food processing is not only

about economic efficiency - it is
about livelihoods. Across South

Asia, millions of young people enter
the workforce each year, even as
agriculture alone can no longer
absorb this growing labor force.
Food processing offers a powerful
solution. By creating industries
closer to production centers, it gen-
erates decentralized employment
across logistics, packaging, food
technology, and related services. It
also creates pathways for entrepre-
neurship, enabling micro and small
enterprises to grow, formalize, and
integrate into modern value chains.
This is where the sector's true
promise lies: not just in adding
value to food, but in creating mean-
ingful jobs at scale - particularly in
rural areas and for women and
youth.
Competing in a Changing
Global Market

India's processed food exports
have grown steadily, reflecting its
expanding role in global markets.
As new trade agreements create
market opportunities, the focus
must now shift from exporting raw
commodities to exporting high-
value processed products.

Global consumers are increas-
ingly seeking food that is safe,
nutritious, traceable, and sustain-
ably produced. This places a premi-
um on quality, standards, and
innovation - areas where India is
steadily strengthening its capabili-
ties. To fully capture these opportu-
nities, further investments in tech-
nology, quality infrastructure,
traceability systems, and branding
will be critical. Building globally-
competitive value chains will enable
producers and enterprises to move
up the value ladder and enhance
their presence in international mar-
kets.

Sustainability at the Core

Transforming food systems must
also be sustainable and resilient.
Reducing food loss is one of the
most effective ways to lower pres-
sure on land, water, and energy
resources. At the same time, inno-
vations in waste valorization - con-
verting agricultural by-products
into new products - are creating
new economic opportunities while
reducing environmental impact. A
sustainable food processing ecosys-
tem delivers value across all dimen-
sions: supporting better nutrition
outcomes, reducing environmental
footprints, and increasing incomes
and job opportunities across the
value chain.

An Opportunity for South

Asia's Leadership

What makes this moment
unique is that it is not just about
one country - it is about a region
moving together.

South Asian countries face
shared challenges: fragmented sup-
ply chains, limited processing
capacity, and high post-harvest
losses. But these shared con-
straints also create opportunities
for shared solutions.

Regional platforms likeSouth
Asian  Policy Leadership for
Improved Nutrition and Growth
(SAPLING)are helping to catalyze
this shift- creating space for collab-
oration, knowledge exchange, and
investment that no single country
can achieve alone. The Unlocking
Value dialogue is a direct expres-
sion of that commitment: bringing
together policymakers, innovators,
industry leaders, and development
partners from across the region to
forge the connections, share the
knowledge, and build the partner-
ships that translate into better jobs
a”d more resilient food systems for
all.

India, as a leader in both pro-
duction and policy innovation, has
a critical role to play in shaping this
regional transformation.

Placing Policies to Action

The choice before us is clear.

We can continue to lose value
along the supply chainor we can
build modern, integrated value
chains that generate and capture
value at every stage.

We can remain exporters of raw
produceor become leaders in high-
value, sustainable food products

The pathway runs through food
processing. From farms to firms,
and from local markets to global
value chains, the transformation of
food systems will define the region's
economic future. With the right mix
of policy, investment and partner-
ship, South Asia can move from
food loss to food leadership.

In this spirit, the Ministry of
Food Processing Industries looks
forward to hosting the next
SAPLING High-Level Policy
Dialogue bringing together govern-
ments, businesses, and develop-
ment partners, including the World
Bank Group, to advance solutions
that create jobs, unlock invest-
ment, and build resilient food sys-
tems across South Asia.

(The author is Union Minister
for Food Processing Industries.)
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Inspections.

PM Surya Ghar: Muft

cant milestone in the imple-
mentation of the PM Surya
Ghar: Muft Bijli Yojana, secur-
ing 2nd position (First Runner-
Up) in the country for the
month of May 2026 for RTS
Applications, Installations and

The award was conferred by
the Ministry of New and
Renewable Energy (MNRE),
Government of India, during
the national event "2 years of

ijli

Yojana" held at New Delhi.
The award, on behalf of the

Corporation Limited. The pres-

Jammu & Kashmir Power collective efforts of the J&K
Development Department  Power Development
(PDD) has achieved a signifi- Department, DISCOMs

the Union Territory.

The Government of India’s
flagship PM Surya Ghar: Muft
Bijli Yojana aims to provide
rooftop solar systems to one
crore households across the
country within a three-year
implementation period from
April 2024 to March 2027. At
the national level, the scheme

tigious recognition reflects the

(KPDCL & JPDCL), field
functionaries, district adminis-
trations, empanelled vendors
and consumers in advancing
the objectives of PM Surya
Ghar: Muft Bijli Yojana across

although the scheme gained

on-ground

Union Territory of Jammu & has achieved remarkable ; >
Kashmir was received by progress with 3357,505 growing public
Mahmood ~ Ahmad  Shah, rooftop solar installations com-
Managing Director, Kashmir pleted so far. In the Union
Power Distribution  Territory of Jammu & Kashmir,

momentum slightly later, with
implementation
commencing in July 2024,
rooftop solar adoption has wi

nessed a consistent upward tra-
jectory since its launch. The

reflects increasing awareness
of renewable energy benefits
and the attractiveness of the
financial incentives available

National

under Jammu
response  Distribution
applications under
Power

Corporation

under the scheme. As of date, a
total of 98,601 applications
have been registered on the
Portal from J&K,
comprising 29,402 applications

Power
Corporation
Limited (JPDCL) and 69,184
Kashmir
Distribution

Limited

(KPDCL). Against these reg-
istrations, 33,987 rooftop
solar installations have been
successfully commissioned,
including 12,730 installations
in the Jammu region and
21,255 installations in the
Kashmir region. The increas-
ing deployment of rooftop
solar systems has resulted in
the addition of 121.61 MW of
renewable energy generation
capacity across the Union
Territory, with 44.68 MW con-
tributed by JPDCL and 76.92
MW by KPDCL. This signifi-
cant capacity addition is
expected to contribute sub-
stantially towards reducing
dependence on conventional
power sources while promot-
ing sustainable energy genera-
tion at the consumer level

A cumulative central sub-
sidy (CFA) amount of 7258.18
crore has been disbursed

directly to beneficiaries across
J&K and additional ?10 Crore
UT subsidy has been given as
well. A key feature of PM
Surya Ghar Yojana is the
availability of affordable bank
financing, with loan facilities
offered at interest rates as low
as 6 percent. In Jammu &
Kashmir, J&K Bank has
emerged as the principal
financing institution support-
ing the scheme. A total of
45,321 loan applications have
been received under the
scheme, out of which 27,075
applications have already
been  sanctioned/disbursed.
The support extended by
financial institutions has been
instrumental in the successful
implementation of the pro-
gramme, with more than 80
percent of rooftop solar instal-
lations in the Union Territory
being financed through low-

J&K PDD Secures National Recognltlon under PM Surya Ghar: Muft Bijli Yojana

JUNE  2026:

interest loan facilities.

Simultaneously,  vendor
participation  under  the
scheme has expanded consid-
erably. Out of approximately
900 vendors registered nation-
ally on the PM Surya Ghar
portal, Jammu & Kashmir
presently has over 300 active
State-level empanelled ven-
dors. These vendors compete
alongside national-level ser-
vice providers, ensuring com-
petitive pricing, improved ser-
vice delivery and quality
installations. The growing
vendor ecosystem has also
generated significant employ-
ment and entrepreneurship
opportunities  within  the
renewable energy  sector
across the UT The progress
achieved during the month of
May 2026 has been particular-
ly encouraging with 4,559
new applications.

CPCO Amit Sharma visits Shopian; Reviews
Census operatlons |n meetlng with officers

SHOPIAN, JUNE 04:
Chief Principal Census
Officer  (CPCO)  and
Director Census
Operations (DCO), Jammu
& Kashmir and Ladakh,
Amit  Sharma, today
chaired a high-level meet-
ing at Mini Secretariat,
Shopian to review the
preparations and opera-
tions of the ongoing House
Listing Operations (HLO),
being conducted from June
1to June 30, 2026.

At the outset, DSEO,
Bilgees Zahoor briefed the
chair about the topography
and preparedness regard-
ing census enumeration
process and other training

During the  meeting,
detailed deliberations were
held on ensuring compre-
hensive enumeration of
migratory households and
streamlining  field-level
census operations.  Amit
Sharma, in his address,
highly appreciated the hard
work of the field staff and

meration process. Officers
were instructed to extend
full support to census func-
tionaries and undertake
necessary measures for
smooth conduct of the
House Listing and Housing
Census activities across the
district. The meeting also

He reiterated
the significance of the
Census as a vital national
exercise and stressed the
need for collective efforts
to achieve accurate and
reliable population data for
informed planning and
development.
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programmes being held in
Shopian district. Principal
Census Officer (PCO)/
Deputy ~ Commissioner,
Shopian, Shishir Gupta,
also briefed the CPCO
about final preparedness
for ongoing HLO while

motivated all the enumera-
tors and supervisors to per-
form their duties with ded-
ication. He emphasized the
importance of co-ordina-
tion amongst the census

reviewed preparedness at
the field level and
addressed various opera-
tional issues related to the
census  exercise. The
CPCO urged people to
actively participate in the
census exercise to ensure
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attending the meeting and
held discussions on the
ongoing conduct of census
operations in the district.

functionaries, timely data
collection and strict adher-
ence to census guidelines

its smooth and timely com-
pletion and also co-operate
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Dr Vinod Sharma assumes charge
as Chief Medical Officer Doda

DODA, JUNE 04: Dr Vinod Sharma today assumed
charge as Chief Medical Officer Doda. After assuming
charge, Dr Sharma interacted with officers and staff of the
Health Department, including staff of the CMO Office
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cers and staff of the Health Department Dr -

Sharma and expressed confidence that his administrative

and professional experience would further strengthen REPS w

healthcare services in District Doda. Dr Sharma reiterat-

ed his

public health in the district.

pi g quality to the
people of Doda and called upon all healthcare workers to
serve with dedication and teamwork for the betterment of

Centracy
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Secretary Transport inspects
ARTO offices in Rajouri, Poonch | .

Stresses transparency, efficient public service delivery

RAJOURI/POONCH,
JUNE 04: Secretary,
Transport  Department,
Avny Lavasa today con-
ducted an extensive inspec-
tion of the Assistant
Regional Transport Offices
in Rajouri and Poonch to
review their functioning
and assess the quality of
transport-related services
being provided to the pub-
lic. The Secretary reviewed
the disposal of online
applications,  grievance
redress mechanisms and
overall public service
delivery. She emphasized
the need for maintaining
transparency, accountabili-
ty and efficiency in func-
tioning of the Transport
Department to ensure has-
sle-free and citizen-friend-
ly services. The Secretary
directed the officers and
staff to ensure timely pro-

&9 o0

cessing of applications and
prompt resolution of public
grievances
scored the importance of
leveraging the digital plat-
forms and technology-dri-
ven solutions to enhance
service delivery and public
convenience. At Chingus,
the Secretary also inspect-
ed the Automatic Number
Plate Recognition (ANPR)
System and reviewed its
functioning in strengthen-
ing enforcement and moni-

She under- structure

o e
toring mschamsms Avny
Lavasa reviewed the infra-
and facilities
available at both ARTO
offices and took stock of
the requirements for fur-
ther strengthening their
operational efficiency. She
stressed the importance of
adopting a citizen-centric
approach and maintaining
the highest standards of
professionalism in service
delivery. The Secretary
also held meetings with

DC Rajouri, Abhishek
Sharma and DC Poonch, )
Ashok Kumar Sharma, to '
discuss the transport-relat-
ed issues and measures for
improving transport ser-
vices and road safety in the L
respective districts. During
the inspection, she interact-
ed with the officers and

aged them to continue
working with dedication
and commitment towards a3,
providing efficient, trans-
parent and responsive ser-

Rajouri, Ashiq Rafiq Malik
and ARTO Poonch, Mohd
Nawaz, accompanied the
Secretary  during
inspection. They briefed
her about the functioning
of their respective offices,
ongoing initiatives and
measures being undertaken
to further improve.

staff members and encour- 62

vices to the public. ARTO .
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Shakira, LISA, Tyla, Burna Boy among
biggest stars on 18-track project

New Delhi, June 4:

With the biggest football
tournament in the world
less than a year away, FIFA
has unveiled the complete
artist lineup for the Official
FIFA World Cup 2026
Album, bringing together
some of the biggest names
in global music for an
ambitious 18-track project.
Scheduled for release on
June 5, the album is
already available for pre-
save across major stream-
ing _ platforms. FIFA
described it as the largest
multi-track music and cul-
ture initiative ever created
for a FIFA World Cup.
The album features an
impressive mix of artists
from across genres includ-
ing pop, K-pop, Afrobeats,
Latin music, hip-hop and
dance music.

Among the headline col-
laborations are LISA,
Anitta and Rema on Goals,
Future and Tyla on Game
Time, Major Lazer, Nelly

Stokes Defends Archer rest,

Furtado and Davido on No
Place Like Home, and Ayra
Starr and Latto on Show
Me. Several other global
stars also feature on the
project, including Shakira,
Burna Boy, Stormzy, The
Rolling Stones, Daddy
Yankee, 21 Savage, French
Montana, Ava Max, Jelly
Roll and internet sensation
IShowSpeed. FIFA hails
music’s role in uniting fans
According to FIFA, the
album reflects the scale,
diversity and global reach
of what it calls the biggest
FIFA World Cup in history.

“FIFA has brought together
an extraordinarily strong
music squad and one befit-
ting the biggest single-
sport event in history,”
FIFA President Gianni
Infantino said. “From glob-
al superstars to break-
through voices who are
shaping the future of
music, the Official FIFA
World Cup 2026 Album
features artists from across
continents, languages and
genres in a project
designed to unite fans
worldwide through the
power of music and foot-

Says England

risk Losing him if Situation in Mishandled

New Delhi, June 4:

England captain Ben Stokes
has backed the decision to
rest Jofra Archer for the
opening Test against New
Zealand at Lord’s, arguing
that mismanaging player
workloads in the modern
game could push leading
cricketers away from inter-
national cricket. Archer,
who featured in 16 matches
for Rajasthan Royals during
IPL 2026 and helped the

franchise reach the playoffs,
was left out of England’s
squad for the first Test.
Head coach Brendon Mc-
Cullum has also suggested
the fast bowler could it out
the second Test as well.

The move has drawn criti-
cism, particularly in the
wake of England’s Ashes
defeat in Australia, with
some questioning why
Archer was available
throughout the IPL but un-

available for England’s im-
mediate Test commitments.
Stokes, however, urged crit-
icstorecognise the realities
of the modern cricket calen-
dar. “I completely under-
stand people’s frustrations,
but there is another side to
this,” Stokes told reporters
on Wednesday. “Alot of this
has to do with where cricket
is right now. There are op-
portunities for cricketers
now that weren’t available
10 or 20 years ago.” The
England skipper warned
that failing to strike the right
balance between franchise
and international cricket
could have long-term con-
sequences. “If handled
poorly, it could get messy,
and players like Jofra might
not play for England again.
That would not be good for
anyone,” he said.

SPORTS

ball,” he added.

Full tracklist revealed

The album includes several
previously released singles
such as Lighter, Por Ella,
Echo, Illuminate, Goals
and Game Time, while also
featuring a number of first-
time collaborations. The
complete tracklist includes:
Goals — LISA, Anitta and
Rema Game Time — Future
and Tyla Illuminate -
Jessie Reyez and Elyanna
Echo - Daddy Yankee and
Shenseea Por Ella — Los
Angeles  Azules  and
Belinda Three Nations — 21
Savage, Nata Cano and
French Montana No Place
Like Home — Major Lazer,
Nelly Furtado and Davido
In the Stars (Remix) — The
Rolling Stones Show Me —
Ayra Starr and Latto Mi
Mexico Lindo — Alejandro
Fernandez Blessings -
Stormzy, Fridayy and
Angel Energy — Ava Max
and BIA Lighter — Jelly
Roll and Carin Leon Siir

Siir - Nora Fatehi,
Vegedream and Sanjoy
Partidazo — Danny Ocean
Champion — IShowSpeed
Love Always Wins -
Shaggy, Cimafunk and
Zema Dai Dai — Shakira
and Burna Boy The
announcement generated
strong reactions online,
with fans praising the
diversity of artists and
musical styles represented
on the album. FIFA said the
project is designed to go
beyond music, serving as a
platform for international
collaboration inspired by
football’s ability to connect
cultures and ie:
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Vinesh Phogat case: Supreme Court closes WFI plea,

declines to remove Delhi ngh Court observatlons

New Delhi, June 4:

The Supreme Court on
Thursday closed the
Wrestling Federation of
India’s (WFI) challenge
against wrestler Vinesh
Phogat’s participation in
the Asian Games 2026
selection trials, ruling that
the matter had become
infructuous since the trials
had already concluded. A
bench of justices P.S
Narasimha and Aravind
Kumar disposed of the
petition while clarifying
that its decision should not
be construed as an
endorsement of the obser-
vations made by the Delhi
High Court against the
WFIL. “In view of subse-

around the world. Several
songs from the album are
also expected to be per-
formed live at FIFA World
Cup 2026-related events,
including Countdown
Concerts in Mexico City,
Toronto and Los Angeles,
as well as opening ceremo-
ny celebrations across the
tournament’s.

quent this
SLP is rendered infructu-
ous. This Court will not be
taken as having reiterated
the findings and observa-
tions of the High Court.
The issues are kept open,”
the Justice Narasimha-led
Bench said while disposing
of the matter WFI sought
removal of High Court
observations

During the hearing, senior
advocate D.N. Goburdhun,
appearing for the WFI,
urged the apex court to
expunge certain observa-
tions made by the Delhi
High Court while granting
interim relief to Phogat.
The senior counsel argued
that the High Court had
made adverse remarks
against the federation,
including  observations
suggesting mala fide intent
on the part of the WFI,
which could potentially
influence proceedings still
pending before a single-
judge bench of the Delhi
High Court. Goburdhun

submitted that although
Phogat had already been
allowed to participate in
the selection trials, the
findings recorded in the
High Court’s order, partic-
ularly from paragraph 31
onwards, should be deleted
as the matter remained sub
judice. However, the
Supreme Court declined to
expunge the observations
and instead closed the pro-
ceedings, making it clear
that its order should not be
interpreted as affirming the
High Court’s findings
Dispute arose over Asian
Games trials eligibility he
matter.

FIFA bans reusable water bottles inside
stadiums ahead of 2026 World Cup

New Delhi, June 4:

objects made of glass or any other

millilitres/16.9  oz.

that are

FIFA has updated its Stadium
Code of Conduct just a week
before the start of the 2026 FIFA
World Cup, banning fans from
bringing reusable plastic water
bottles into stadiums across the
United States, Canada and Mexico.
The revised policy, published on
June 2, removes a provision that
had previously allowed spectators
to carry empty, transparent
reusable plastic bottles with a
capacity of up to one litre into
venues. Under the updated regula-
tions, reusable water bottles are
now included among items prohib-
ited inside stadiums, with FIFA cit-
ing safety concerns and the poten-
tial risk of bottles being thrown
and causing injury.

The decision comes ahead of the
expanded 2026 FIFA World Cup,
scheduled to run from June 11 to
July 19, and has sparked concerns

among supporters over access to
drinking water and heat manage-
ment at tournament venues.

As per the clause 3.1.11 of the offi-
cial Stadium Code of Conduct,
“bottles, cups, jars, cans or any
other form of closed or capped
receptacle that may be thrown or
cause injury, as well as other

breakable material or especially
hard packages or hard thermal
boxes (for the avoidance of doubt,
reusable water bottles may not be
brought into the Stadium).”
Clause 3.1.20 suggests, “With the
exception of hand sanitizers, no
larger than 100ml/3.38 0z, any lig-
uids containing alcohol, including
any alcoholic beverages, unless
and

required for medical reasons but
only if presented with a medical
certificate in English, French or
Spanish and in the presence of the
person for whom they are intend-
ed.”According to The Athletic,
FIFA, in a statement on Thursday,
said, “The organisation made the
decision to “prohibit bottles to pre-
vent risk and injury to players and

within
designated areas of the Stadium
and in strict accordance with any
additional alcohol consumption

rules imposed by the Event
Organisers.” 3.1.21 adds, “any
other liquids exceeding

100mI/3.38 oz. unless such liquids
are purchased inside the Stadium,
with the exception of (i) baby milk
and sterilised water in containers
(including in glass containers) not
exceeding 1 litre/33.8 oz. per
child, and (ii) liquids up to 500

Outside bottles are
already prohibited at several of
these venues for safety considera-
tions, and FIFA is applying this
consideration across its tourna-
ment stadiums. The move has
raised concerns among fans about
coping with heat. Access to drink-
ing water inside the stadiums is
also a concer. It added, “FIFA
works closely with each Host City
Committee and local authorities on
heat mitigation factors for fans
traveling to the stadium.

Indonesia Open: PV Sindhu falls to Olympic
champion An Seyoung in second round

New Delhi, June 4:

India’s  challenge in
women’s singles at the
Indonesia Open came to an
end on Thursday as two-
time Olympic medallist PV
Sindhu suffered a straight-
games defeat to reigning
Olympic champion and
world No. 1 An Seyoung in
the second round. The
South Korean star contin-
ued her dominance over
Sindhu, extending her
unbeaten  head-to-head
record to 9-0 with a 21-17,
21-15 victory in 44 min-
utes to secure a place in the
quarter-finals, according to
Olympics.com.

Sindhu matched An stride
for stride for much of the
opening game, with the
scores locked at 16-16

before the top seed raised
her level at the crucial
moment, winning five of
the next six points to take
the lead in the contest.

An carried that momentum
into the second game, tak-
ing control early and open-
ing up a commanding 17-8
advantage Although
Sindhu fought back to
reduce the deficit, the

Olympic champion com-
fortably closed out the
match to book a quarter-

final clash against
Thailand’s Pornpawee
Chochuwong Former

world junior bronze medal-
list Ayush Shetty and
mixed doubles combina-
tion of Rohan Kapoor and
Ruthvika Shivani regis-
tered hard-fought wins to

advance to the second
round of the Indonesia
Open badminton tourna-
ment here on Wednesday.

Shetty defeated China’s
Weng Hong Yang 8-21, 22-
20, 21-15, while Rohan
and Ruthvika upset world
no 20 Yang Po-Hsuan and
Hu Ling Fang of Chinese
Taipei 21-14, 21-14 to
advance, according to a
release. Thomas Cup 2026
Bronze medallist Ayush
came from a game down to
beat world no.15 Weng for
the second time in a row.
Though he surrendered the
first game, Ayush took an
early lead in the second
with a 4-point at

From 19-20, the Indian
scored the crucial three
points, forcing a decider.
While the second was an
intense  battle, ~ Shetty
earned a comfortable 6-
point lead and maintained
the advantage to close the
match at an hour and six
minutes. The Indian had
defeated Weng previously
at the Thomas Cup in
April. In mixed doubles,
Rohan and Ruthvika out-
played the higher-ranked
Chinese Taipei pair, Yang
Po-Hsuan and Hu Ling
Fang, in straight games in
just 34 minutes. Tough bat-
tle awaits as they meet the

8-4. Weng reacted quickly
to close the gap, reaching
his second game point.

Thom Gicquel and
Delphine Delrue of France,
in the next stage.

Sabalenka ousted by Shnaider as Shocks
Continue To Rock French Open

New Delhi, June 4:

Aryna Sabalenka was
dumped out of the French
Open on a windy Wednes-
day at Roland Garros as Di-
ana Shnaider staged an in-
spired comeback to beat the
world number one 3-6 7-5
6-0 and further blow open
the draw heading into the
semi-finals

In a tournament that has al-
ready witnessed several
shocks, including premature
exits for defending cham-
pion Coco Gauff and four-
times winner Iga Swiatek,
Sabalenka’s collapse was
another unexpected jolt
through the field. With
world number one Jannik
Sinner and 24-times major
winner Novak Djokovic
also early casualties, it
means that for the first time
since the 1977 edition of

Roland Garros there will be
no Grand Slam champion
featuring in the semi-finals
ofamajor.

“No thoughts, no emotions. |
just want to quit tennis
now,” a downbeat Sa-
balenka told reporters after
her defeat. “We’ll see in a
few days. Hopefully I’ll get
back on track mentally.

“I don’t know when was the
last time that happened to
me that | lost 10 games in a
row. | guess mentally I got
into very deep, dark hole

over there, and I just could-
n’t get back on track men-
tally.” While Sabalenka was
left to rue her missed
chances after going a set and
a break up and being two
points from winning the
match, Shnaider said she
had taken lessons from the
Belarusian’s struggles in
last year’s wind-hit final
Sabalenka produced a litany
of unforced errors in simi-
larly tricky conditions 12
months ago to lose the title
clash.

Workd Boxing Rankings: Jaisming Lamboria reaches No. 1 Priya, Vistanath enter top three

New Delhi, June 4:

India  continued  to
strengthen its position as a
global boxing powerhouse
in the latest World Boxing
Rankings, with Asian
champions Priya Ghanghas
and Vishvanath Suresh
breaking into the top three
of their respective weight
categories, while Jaismine
Lamboria climbed to world
No. 1 in the women’s 57kg
division. The rankings
underline India’s growing
influence on the interna-
tional boxing circuit, with
Indian athletes featuring in
the Top 10 across nine of
the 10 women’s weight cat-
egories and eight of the 10
men’s divisions, according
to a release from the
Boxing Federation of India

(BFI)

In the women’s rankings,
Minakshi retained her posi-
tion as world No. 1 in the
48kg category, while Preeti
moved up to No. 3
Arundhati Choudhary
(70kg), Pooja Rani (80kg)
and Nupur (+80kg) were
all ranked second in the
world, further highlighting
India’s depth across multi-
ple  weight  classes.
Olympic medallist Lovlina
Borgohain (75kg) and for-
mer world champion
Nikhat Zareen (51kg) also
remained among the
sport’s top-ranked ath-
letes. The men’s contingent
also enjoyed a strong
showing, with Sachin and
Narender breaking into the
world’s top five following

aseries of impressive inter-
national ~ performances
Hitesh Gulia (70kg) held
on to his world No. 6 rank-
ing, while  Abhinash
Jamwal (65kg) was placed
eighth. Akash (75kg) and
Lokesh (85kg) also secured
spots in the global Top 10,
reflecting India’s growing
competitiveness across the
men’s divisions.

Ajay Singh, President,
Boxing Federation of
India, said: “These rank-
ings are a reflection of the
strong structures and sys-
tems that have been put in
place over the past few
years. From grassroots
development to high-per-
formance training, our
focus has been on building
a sustainable pipeline of

talent. It is encouraging to
see that today, almost every
weight category features a

strong Indian presence at
the global level, firmly
establishing India as one of

the leading boxing nations
in the world.” India cur-
rently stands third overall

in terms of top-10 ranked
athletes globally, while
emerging as a dominant
force in women’s boxing,
where it is placed second,
and holding a strong fourth
position in the men’s cate-
gory. Notably, in the elite
Top-3 bracket, India is
ranked third overall but
leads the world in the
women’s category.

The depth extends well
beyond the Top 10. On the
women’s side, Parveen
(60kg) is ranked 13th,
Ankushita Boro (65kg)
narrowly misses the Top 10
at No. 11, while Saweety
(75kg), Sakshi (54kg),
Sanju (60kg), and Neeraj
Phogat (65kg) continue to
hold competitive positions
in the global rankings

In the men’s rankings,
Ankush (80kg) sat just out-
side the elite bracket at No.
11, while Deepak (70kg)
ranked  12th.  Jugnoo
(85kg) occupied 14th
place, Harsh Choudhary
(90kg) ranked 10th, and
Sumit (75kg) and Kumar
Naveen (90kg) both placed
18th. Nikhil Dubey (75kg)
and Vishal (90kg) tied
22nd in their respective
divisions. India’s incredi-
ble rise in the world rank-
ings has been driven by
record-breaking  perfor-
mances at the World
Boxing Cup Finals, strong
medal hauls at the World
Championships, and con-
sistent results across elite
and age-group competi-
tions




NORTH IN NEWS

JAMMU

Classic fear-mongering, should stop selling panic: BIP
slams Rahul Gandhi over ‘economic tsunami’ remark

New Delhi, June 4:

Aday after Rahul Gandhi
warned of an impending
“economic tsunami,” the
ruling Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) on Thursday
slammed the Leader of
Opposition in Lok Sabha
stating that his claim is
“classic fear-mongering.”

In a lengthy post on X,
Amit Malviya, head of the
BJP’s national IT cell, pro-
vided key facts to highlight
that India is “not defence-
less,” despite facing an
“external shock”

“Rahul Gandhi’s claim that
India is heading towards an
‘economic tsunami’
because the Government
has removed all shock
absorbers is not just wrong,
it is classic fear-monger-
ing. If India’s shock
absorbers had truly been
removed, why is the econ-
omy continuing to show
resilience despite elevated
crude prices, conflict in
West Asia, supply-chain
disruptions, global finan-

cial tightening and persis-

tent geopolitical uncertain-
ty? The reality is exactly
the opposite. India is fac-
ing an external shock, but
India is not defenceless.
The shock absorbers have
not been removed. They
have been built over the
last decade,” Malviya
wrote.To back his claim,
the BJP leader mentioned
how E-way bill generation
increased 11.8 per cent in
April 2026 and 12.9 per
centin May 2026, “reflect-
ing strong economic activi-

ty.” He noted that manufac-
tunng PMI remained firm-
ly in expansion territory at
54.7 in April and further
improved to 56.6 in May,
while Services PMI was
even stronger at 58.8 in
April and 58.9 in May.
“Electricity consumption
grew 3.5 per cent in April
and 5.9 per cent in May.
Urban auto sales rose 11.8
per cent in April, while
rural auto sales grew an
even stronger 13.8 per
cent. Retail inflation
remained contained at 3.48

Maharashtra: Man ‘assaulted,’ forced to transfer
Rs.47.25 lakh over Iosses in share market; 4 booked

New Delhi, June 4:

Adl-year-old man from
Maharashtra’s Thane dis-
trict has claimed that four
individuals assaulted and
forced him to transfer
?47.25 lakh after blaming
him for incurring major
losses in the stock market.
Maruti  Andale, Police
Inspector (Crime) from
Kalyan, shared that the
accused persons were mid-
dlemen. They used to take
money from investors and

put that amount into shares
through the complainant,
named Vinaykumar
Raghunath ~ Singh, PTI
reported. The action was
taken as they held Singh
responsible for all the loss-
es that their clients
incurred in the stock mar-
ket between January 2024
and April 2026, the official
added.In his police com-
plaint, Singh has claimed
that he was forcibly taken
to Bandra from his home in

Kalyan, where the accused
assaulted him and later
made him to mortgage his
flat. An FIR in this regard
has been registered at the
Khadakpada police station,
according to . Singh was
allegedly forced by the
accused to transfer ?47.25
lakh  from his bank
accounts as well as those
linked to his clients. As of
now, it remains unclear
why the accused routed
their clients” investments
via Singh. In connection
with the matter, the police
have booked the accused
under multiple sections of
the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita, related to kidnap-
ping, cheating, voluntarily
causing hurt and criminal
intimidation, as well as the
IT Act. Further investiga-
tion in the matter is cur-
rently underway.

NATIONAL

per cent in April—below
the RBI’s 4 per cent target.
Rice and wheat buffer
stocks stood at 817.53 lakh
tonnes at the end of April,
providing a strong food
security ~cushion. Gross
FDI inflows touched a his-
toric high of $94.5 billion
in FY26. Forex reserves
remain comfortable and
provide insulation against
global volatility. Strong
services exports continue
to support external stability
and narrow the trade
deficit,” he wrote. ‘Rahul
Gandhi should stop selling
panic’ Malviya went on to
say that these were ‘“not
signs of an economy with-
out shock absorbers” and
rather “signs of resilience.”
“The Government has also
taken direct measures to
protect citizens, businesses
and jobs.... Airlines facing
fuel-price volatility can
receive assistance of up to
21,500 crore per borrower.
The objective is clear: pro-
tect jobs, sustain supply

chains and ensure uninter-
rupted production,” he
wrote.

even highlighted that the
Union  Cabinet  has
approved 237,500 crore for
surface coal and lignite
gasification, targeting 75
million tonnes of gasifica-
tion capacity and expected
to mobilise investments
worth ?2.5-3 lakh crore.
“These are not the actions
of a government disman-

tling shock absorbers.
These are the actions of a
government actively

strengthening them. Now
compare this with the
Congress-led UPA period.
Between 2011 and 2013,
the rupee plunged by 36
per cent. Forex reserves
declined from around $294
billion in July 2011 to
approximately $256 billion
in August 2013. Import
cover fell to just over six
months by  September
2013, down sharply from
17 months in March 2004,
he noted
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‘Emergency exists only in Congress”: BJP's Shehzad
Poonawalla rebuts Rahul Gandhi's ‘institutional revolt' claim

Chandigarh, June 4:

BJP national spokesperson
Shehzad Poonawalla on
Thursday launched a sharp
attack on Rahul Gandhi,
accusing the Congress
leader of spreading misin-
formation and creating
panic for political gain, a
day after the Leader of
Opposition claimed that
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi may not remain in
office for another year and
that an  “institutional
revolt” was underway
within the system. The
BJP’s response came after
Gandhi, addressing tribal
leaders at an event organ-
ised by the Adivasi
Congress in Delhi, alleged
that institutions, including
the Election Commission,
intelligence agencies and
even members of the judi-
ciary, were internally
revolting against the gov-
emment. He also claimed
that information about
Prime  Minister  Modi,
Union  Home Minister
Amit Shah and other senior
leaders was being passed

on to him. Taking aim at
Gandhi’s remarks,
Poonawalla  said  the
Congress leader was see-
ing the possibility of an
Emergency  everywhere
because of his party’s own
political  history. BJP
accuses Rahul Gandhi of
spreading fear and propa-
ganda Poonawalla further
accused Gandhi of repeat-
edly undermining India’s
institutions and democratic
processes. “You spread lies
about India’s economy
when it is the fastest-grow-
ing major economy. You
campaigned against Indian
vaccines. You questioned

Operation  Sindoor and
military actions, and even
spoke against India’s
democratic strength
abroad,” he said. The BJP
spokesperson also criti-
cised Gandhi’s remarks on
the electoral system, say-
ing such statements were
aimed at creating distrust
among citizens.  “Your
model is to spread propa-
ganda, create panic and
then profit politically from
that panic,” Poonawalla
alleged. He urged Gandhi
to stop what he termed an
“India defamation agenda”
and refrain from making
claims.

Over 12 kg chicken, fish and 3 bottles of liquor: 4 Nepalese
found carrying prohibited items in Badrinath shrine area

Chamoli, June 4:

Uttarakhand Police have taken

major action against four Nepalese
individuals after they were found
carrying prohibited non-vegetarian
food items as well as liquor into
the Badrinath Dham area. This
comes as part of the ongoing
initiative that
is aimed at preserving the sanctity
and religious decorum of the
shrine. Police personnel have been
deployed to conduct intensive
vehicle checks in the area as part
of the security and inspection pro-
tocols in place around Badrinath

“Operation Prahar”

Dham

As part of the operation, police
officials stopped a taxi travelling
from Jyotirmath to Badrinath and
conducted a search. Later on, they
found out that the travellers were
carrying more than 12 kg of chick-
en and fish packed in separate

MLA on Ghaziabad madrasa demolition

Ghaziabad, June 4:

Extending support to the
ongoing  anti-encroach-
ment actions against illegal

constructions, including
unauthorised ~ madrasas,
BJP MLA from

Ghaziabad’s Loni Nand
Kishor Gurjar on Thursday,
June 4, said such measures
reflect “changing India”
that is deeply rooted in cul-
tural unity and the values
of Sanatan traditions.

This comes a day after
local authorities carried out
demolition  proceedings
against the alleged illegal
Madrasa Jamia Arabia
Ishatul Islam in Dasna.
Also, they initiated action
against unauthorised
madrasas in the Khoda
area. “Whether it is

New Delhi, June 4:

Adevastating fire that tore
through the Intensive Care
Unit (ICU) of a private
hospital in Bihar’s
Muzaffarpur district in the
early hours of Thursday
claimed four lives and
forced the emergency
evacuation of more than 20
patients, prompting the
state  government to
announce ~compensation
and order an inquiry into
the incident. The tragedy at
Prasad Hospital in the
Brahmpura area has once
again put the spotlight on
fire safety standards in pri-
vate healthcare facilities.
While authorities suspect
an electrical short circuit
may have triggered the
blaze, officials have said
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f
madrasas, illegal
grabbers, or anyone giving
Jihad teachings, nothing
will be tolerated. This is a
changing India. This is the
era of Sanatan values,”
Gurjar told IANS.

“The Partition happened
based on religion and cul-
ture. Some people had said
that they wanted to live in
India and follow the cul-

the exact cause will be
established only after a
detailed technical investi-
gation. A high-level
inquiry committee has
been constituted to exam-
ine the circumstances lead-
ing to the fire and identify
any lapses.

According to officials, the
fire broke out in the ICU
during the intervening
night of Wednesday and
Thursday, filling the ward
with thick smoke and trig-

gering  panic  among
patients, attendants and
hospital staff.

Eyewitnesses said cries for
help could be heard from
inside the building as hos-
pital employees and local
residents rushed to rescue
those trapped. Windows

land

ture and traditions; howev-
er, some of them are now
dreaming about ‘Ghazwa-
e-Hind’ and brutally mur-
dering others,” he added.
Gurjar has called for strict
enforcement of the law
across Uttar Pradesh. He
asserted that the authorities
should take action against
illegal encroachments and
activities that violate legal

CU turns ceath trap in Muzaffarpur.

were reportedly broken to
evacuate patients from the
smoke-filled ICU. Fire
officials said more than 20
patients were rescued from
the ICU amid dense smoke
as firefighters battled the
blaze and evacuated those
trapped inside the building.
Speaking to ANI, Fire
Officer Faiz Alam said pre-
liminary findings point to a
possible electrical short
circuit. “Prima facie, the
cause of fire appears to be a
short circuit. We rescued
20-22 people from the
ICU. Six fire engines were
deployed to extinguish the
fire. The post-mortem
report will make clear the
reason for death. We have
information that a fire audit
was conducted here,” he

provisions. “However, now
India is changing, and all
Sanatan followers are unit-
ed. People are watching
everything, and they want
peace. | am sure that the
Chief Minister will ensure
strong enforcement across
all the districts of Uttar
Pradesh,” he added. On
Wednesday, the Ghaziabad
administration launched a
major demolition drive at
Madrasa Jamia Arabia
Ishatul Islam, located in
Kallugarhi  village of
Dasna. While taking action
on court directives and rev-
enue department orders,
officials had deployed six
bulldozers to remove struc-
tures that are said to be
built illegally on govern-
ment land Earlier,

Ghaziabad District
Magistrate Ravindra
Kumar Mandar said that
the madrasa in Kallugarhi
village was allegedly con-
structed on about 14 to 15
acres of government land,
with officials estimating
the land’s value at around
?20-25 crore. The institu-
tion had been sealed earli-
er, while the demolition
operation on Wednesday
was conducted as part of
the implementation of
eviction orders that were
issued under the Uttar
Pradesh Zamindari
Abolition and  Land
Reforms Rules, 1952.

Besides this, local authori-
ties have ordered the
recovery of nearly ?1.23
crore as compensation.

4 kllled n hospltal firg;

said. A firefighter involved
in the rescue operation said
visibility inside the build-
ing was severely affected
by smoke. “I rescued
around 15 people. There
was a lot of smoke as we
were busy rescuing people.
My job was to extinguish

he told ANI
Victims identified as probe
gathers pace
District authorities said
four people died in the
incident. The deceased
have been identified as
Krishnandan Prasad Singh
(76), a resident of

liquor. They seized the recovered
material from the vehicle, since
entry of such items remains strict-
ly prohibited in the Dham area,
IANS reported. After being ques-
tioned, the four persons identified
themselves as labourers residing in

Changing India, era of Sanatan values: BJ

packets, as well as three bottles of  Nepal. After informing them about
the restrictions applicable within
the Badrinath Dham area, police
later initiated legal proceedings
against them under provisions of
the Police Act. The accused have
been identified as Ghanshyam
Damai, Manbahadur, Sandeep, and

Dattakami, with all of them resi-

dents of Nepal. olice officials said

that carrying such materials into
the Dham violates local rules,
besides hurting the religious senti-
ments of devotees visiting the
sacred site. After due procedure,
the recovered items — chicken,
fish, and liquor — were disposed of
by the authorities. Officials further
noted that strict action will be
taken against those found violating
the rules governing the Badrinath
Dham shrine. Also, the Chamoli
police noted that there would be no
compromise when it comes to pre-
serving the sanctity, dignity, and
religious traditions of the Char
Dham pilgrimage sites. Notably,
Badrinath Dham is one of the most
revered pilgrimage sites in India
and holds immense religious sig-
nificance for millions of devotees
around the world.

P Malviya Nagar fire tragedy: Delhi Police

arrest hotel owner after blaze kills 21

Chandigarh, June 4:

The Delhi Police on
Wednesday arrested
Lavkesh Bajaj, the owner
of the Malviya Nagar hotel
where a fire killed 21 peo-
ple, including foreign
nationals and left several
others injured.

The development comes
hours after the fire broke
out at the multi-storey
building in South Delhi
Following the fire tragedy,
the police had issued a
lookout circular against
Bajaj, who had been
absconding since the inci-
dent on Wednesday morn-
ing.

He was arrested after sus-
tained search operations
involving multiple police
teams. According to offi-
cials, the hotel violated
building norms and illegal-
ly constructed rooms three

L
times the permitted limit,
leading to the higher num-
ber of casualties. The
police have registered a
case under provisions of
culpable homicide and
other relevant sections of
the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita (BNS).
Investigators  are  also
examining the role of
“three partners” reportedly
associated with the opera-
tion of the hotel. Sources
said the group is believed
to run multiple hotels and

-
guest houses across Delhi,

prompting authorities to
widen the scope of the
probe into ownership
structures, licensing com-
pliance, and safety norms.
Preliminary findings had
indicated possible viola-
tions at the property,
including claims that the
establishment was regis-
tered under the Bed and
Breakfast (B&B) category
but was allegedly operat-
ing far beyond its permit-
ted capacity.

Bihar CM announces compensation

Gaurigma village under
Minapur police station,
Geeta Devi (62), a resident
of Distolia village under
Kathaiya police station,
Shashank ~ Kumar (30),
originally from Ratanpur
village under Aurai police
station and presently resid-
ing at Newalal Chowk in

Authorities are also work-
ing to assess the damage
caused to the hospital’s
ICU infrastructure. District
Magistrate Subrat Kumar
Sen said preliminary find-
ings indicate that the fire
may have been triggered
by an electrical short cir-
cuit in the ICU ward,
though he stressed that the
exact cause would be

Ahiyapur, and  Uday
Kumar (57), a resident uf
pur  village

under Tariyani Chhapra
police station in Sheohar
district.  Officials said
between 13 and 15 patients
were admitted to the ICU
when the fire broke out.
Several injured and critical
patients were shifted to
nearby healthcare facilities
in Muzaffarpur, where they
are treatment.

only after a
detailed technical investi-
gation. Officials said spe-
cialised forensic teams are
examining the site while
investigators assess the
hospital’s electrical sys-
tems, fire safety infrastruc-
ture and emergency pre-
paredness protocols. Bihar
government  announces

ion  xpressing

grief over the incident,
Bihar  Chief  Minister
Samrat Choudhary
announced an ex-gratia
payment of Rs 4 lakh each
to the families of those
who lost their lives. “The
demise of four individuals
in the fire at a private hos-
pital in Muzaffarpur is
deeply tragic. My deepest
condolences to the
bereaved families. May
God grant peace to the
departed souls and provide
strength to their families
during this difficult time.
Instructions  have been
issued to immediately pro-
vide an ex gratia of Rs 4
lakh each to the families of
the deceased. The local
administration  remains
fully alert.
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Four Republicans join Democrats as Hous

WORLD

votes to curb Trump s Iran war powers

Washington, June 4:

In a significant setback for
President Donald Trump, the US
House of Representatives on
Wednesday approved a resolution
seeking to prevent further military
engagement with Iran unless
Congress formally authorises such
action. The vote marks the latest
attempt by lawmakers to reassert
Congress’ constitutional role in
decisions involving military con-
flict and comes amid growing
scrutiny of the administration’s
handling of the Iran campaign. The
measure also highlighted emerging
divisions within the Republican
Party over Trump’s foreign policy
approach. The Democratic-led res-
olution was adopted by a narrow
215-208 margin, with four
Republicans breaking ranks to sup-
port it. Representatives Thomas
Massie, Brian Fitzpatrick, Tom
Barrett and Warren Davidson
joined Democrats in backing the
proposal, according to CNN.

The measure, introduced by New
York Democrat Gregory Meeks,
seeks to limit the president’s

12 killed in fire at elderly care
home in Sri Lanka; owner arrested

Colombo, June 4:
At least 12 people were

authority to continue military oper-
ations against Iran without con-
gressional approval. Although the
resolution requires passage by both
chambers of Congress, it does not
go to the president for signature
and does not carry the force of law
under normal congressional proce-
dures. Speaking after the vote,
Meeks welcomed the bipartisan
support. “I am thrilled that we’ve

leagues, because every Democrat,
every single one voted for this,” he
told reporters. He said lawmakers
would continue exercising their
constitutional responsibilities and
act as a check on the executive
branch when necessary.
Republicans divided over Iran con-
flict The House action comes as
concerns over the administration’s
conduct of the conflict appear to be

had the to have some
members from the Republican side
stand up. I'm really thrilled and
proud of my Democratic col-

within  Congress
Democrats have repeatedly sought
to curb Trump’s war powers, and
recent efforts have drawn support

from a small but growing number
of Republicans.

The floor vote had initially been
scheduled for May 21 but was
pulled by Republican leaders amid
concerns that member absences
could result in an immediate
defeat, CNN reported. Meeks had
earlier accused House Speaker
Mike Johnson of delaying the vote.
He argued that Republican law-
makers were facing pressure from
constituents concerned about ris-
ing living costs and broader gov-
ernment  priorities Before
Wednesday’s  vote,  Johnson
defended opposition to the resolu-
tion, saying it could weaken the
administration’s ability to negoti-
ate a lasting peace settlement. “I
think it is a very dangerous
prospect to take away from the
administration and the comman-
der-in-chief right now the ability to
negotiate,” Johnson told CNN. He
argued that military objectives
under “Operation Epic Fury” had
been achieved and maintained that
the administration should be given
room to pursue diplomatic.
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e What Rubio said when asked about an Iran

nuclear ‘warning’ allegedly sent via Pakistan

Washington, June 4:

US Secretary of State
Marco Rubio on
Wednesday dismissed
reports suggesting Pakistan
had conveyed a message
from Iran warning of a pos-
sible nuclear demonstra-
tion if the ongoing tensions
in the region escalated fur-
ther. The issue surfaced
during a hearing of the
House Foreign Affairs
Committee when
Republican Congressman
Scott Perry referred to
media reports claiming
Pakistan’s foreign minister
had personally communi-
cated such a message to the
Trump administration.
The exchange comes at a
sensitive  moment  as
Washington continues to
navigate its approach
towards Iran following
months of military tensions
and parallel diplomatic
efforts aimed at curbing
Tehran’s  nuclear pro-
gramme. Questions over

Iran’s  capabilities and
intentions remain central to
the debate in Washington.
Raising the matter during
the hearing, Perry asked
Rubio whether Pakistan’s
foreign minister had direct-
ly informed him that Iran
was prepared to demon-
strate a nuclear weapon
should the current escala-
tion continue. Rubio flatly
denied being aware of any
such communication. “I’ve
not seen that reporting, and
I’m not aware of any such
message,” the Secretary of
State said. Perry followed
up by referring again to

reports circulating in the
public domain. Rubio
maintained that no such
message had reached him.
“I would be surprised if
that message had been
relayed.

I would be aware of it if it
was,” he said. Rubio
responds to hypothetical
Iran nuclear threat

The hearing later turned to
a broader discussion on
how the administration
would respond if Iran
threatened to demonstrate
or test a nuclear capability
in the event diplomatic
efforts broke down

Israel-Lebanon talks yield ceasefire break-
through, but Hezbollah hurdle remains

killed and seven others
injured after a fire broke
out at an elderly care home
in Sri Lanka, police said on
Thursday.The blaze erupt-
ed at around 5.30 pm on
Wednesday at the
Mawpiya Sevana Elderly
Care Home in
Anguruwatota, about 65
km southeast of Colombo,
in Kalutara district.

Police said 10 residents
were found dead at the
premises, while two suc-
cumbed to injuries after
being admitted to the
Horana Base Hospital.
The owner of the privately
run care home was arrested
on Thursday as investiga-
tions into the incident con-
tinued, police said

More than 70 elderly resi-
dents were at the facility
when the fire broke out.
According to police, it was
the  “worst” incident
involving fatalities from a

Iran blames Patriot malfunction for Kuwait airport

fire in recent times on the
island. A total of 51 resi-
dents were rescued and
have been provided with
temporary accommodation
at a nearby school. Seven

injured persons remain
hospitalised, police said
The fire was doused with
the assistance of residents
and police. A magisterial
inquiry was conducted by
Horana Magistrate
Lakmini

Police said charred bodies
were recovered from the
debris in her presence,
including that of a cat
Initial reports had suggest-
ed that a gas cylinder
explosion may have con-
tributed to the rapid spread
of the flames. However,
authorities said the exact
cause of the fire has not yet
been determined. Police
said investigations into the
incident are conti

Lebanon, June 4:

Israel and Lebanon have agreed to
implement a ceasefire and resume
political and security negotiations
later this month, marking a rare
point of convergence between the
two neighbours amid continuing
tensions along their shared border.
The agreement emerged after two
days of intensive US-mediated dis-
cussions in Washington and comes
amid  continuing  hostilities
between Israel and Hezbollah
Officials hope the latest under-
standing will help create condi-
tions for a broader security
arrangement and reduce the risk of
further escalation along the Israel-
Lebanon frontier.

According to a joint statement
issued after the talks, the ceasefire
remains contingent on “a complete
cessation of Hizbollah fire and the
evacuation of all Hizbollah opera-
tives from the South Litani
Sector”. The diplomatic progress
comes days after Israel signalled it
could step up military operations

in Lebanon, raising fears of a
wider regional flare-up and casting
uncertainty over other ongoing
diplomatic efforts in the region,
including talks involving Iran.

The two sides also agreed to recon-
vene political and security discus-
sions during the week of June 22
“with a view toward reaching a
comprehensive agreement”. The
United States said it would contin-
ue facilitating communication

between the parties in the interim.
Pilot zones proposed along border
One of the immediate outcomes of
the talks was an agreement to
advance the creation of pilot zones
where the Lebanese Armed Forces
would exercise exclusive control,
excluding all non-state armed
groups  from  those areas
According to the statement, Israel
and Lebanon agreed “to swiftly
advance the creation of pilot zones

in which the Lebanese Armed
Forces will take exclusive control
of the territory to the exclusion of
all non-state actors”.

The statement did not specify a
timeline for establishing the pilot
zones. Hezbollah disarmament
remains central to talks

The discussions also underscored
the centrality of Hezbollah’s mili-
tary presence in any future settle-
ment. Israel reiterated that its secu-
rity concerns and territorial integri-
ty could only be addressed through
the disarmament of Hezbollah and
the dismantling of the group’s
infrastructure across Lebanon
“Israel reaffirmed that its security
and respect for its territorial
integrity can only be achieved
through the disarmament of
Hizbollah and the dismantlement
of its infrastructure throughout
Lebanon,” the statement said. The
declaration also stressed that the
future of relations between the two
countries should be determined by
their elected governments.

Indian man charged in US crash that killed pregnant
teen partner; victim's mother seeks deportation

damage; ex-Qatar PM questions Tehran s motives

Tehran, June 4:

Iran’s Islamic  Revolutionary
Guard Corps (IRGC) has denied
responsibility for the damage
caused at Kuwait International
Airport, claiming the destruction
was linked to a malfunction in the
American-made Patriot missile
defence system and not the result
of an Iranian strike. The denial
comes at a sensitive moment for
the Gulf region, where a ceasefire
that ended weeks of fighting
involving Iran, the United States
and its allies is facing renewed
strain. The latest exchange has
triggered fresh accusations, diplo-
matic protests and growing con-
cern over the stability of the truce.
Iran’s response followed sharp
criticism from former Qatari Prime
Minister Sheikh Hamad bin Jassim
bin Jaber Al Thani, who accused
Tehran of repeatedly targeting
neighbouring Gulf states and ques-
tioned the rationale behind recent
attacks on Bahrain and Kuwait.

In a post on X, Al Thani described
Iran’s actions as difficult to justify
and suggested there were reasons
to examine whether the operations
had been planned well in advance.
While reiterating Qatar’s interest
in maintaining positive relations
with Iran, he said Doha would not
accept being “blackmailed” by
Tehran. The former Prime Minister
also called on Gulf nations to pre-

sent a united response, arguing that
collective action would demon-
strate that attacks on any member
state would not weaken regional
solidarity. Iran, however, has
maintained that its military actions
are retaliatory measures against
countries that allow the United
States to launch operations against
Iranian targets from their territory.
Gulf governments have rejected

that explanation, accusing Tehran
of using military pressure to influ-
ence regional leaders and push
them to persuade US President
Donald Trump to end the conflict.
Kuwait airport strike raises cease-
fire concerns The exchange of
accusations intensified after
Kuwaiti authorities reported casu-
alties and damage at Kuwait
International Airport following
what they described as an Iranian
attack. Officials said one person
was killed and 63 others were
injured. Kuwait's  Foreign
Ministry said projectiles landed on
sovereign territory and damaged
diplomatic facilities, though it did
not identify the embassies affected.
India also reacted to the incident.
The Ministry of External Affairs
confirmed that the person killed
was an Indian national and con-
demned attacks on civilian infra-
structure. “We again call on all
parties to cease such attacks,” the
ministry said in a statement.

Washington, June 4:

The mother of a pregnant
teenager who, along with
her unborn child, was
killed in a Range Rover
\elar crash in Ohio, United
States, has said she wants
Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) to
deport the Indian man
charged in the case.

Annette Holmes said she
does not want 33-year-old
Tarsem Singh to remain in
the country. According to
a report citing Newsweek,
the victim’s family stated
that Singh, an Indian
national allegedly living in
the US illegally, was the
father of 17-year-old
Ashlee Holmes’” unborn
child.The report added that
Ashlee’s relatives said she
had tried to leave the rela-
tionship several times but
was  not  successful
“Nobody should ever

deserve to die while preg-
nant with their first kid,”

Ashlee’s  mother  told
Newsweek. “I’'m OK with
him being kicked out of the
country permanently... |
don’t want him in the

States no more,” she
added.  According to
reports, Ashlee Holmes

was a passenger in a Range
Rover Velar that crashed
on February 16 after Singh

allegedly failed to stop for
law enforcement and led
deputies on a_high-speed
chase. The vehicle was ini-
tially overspeeding and
later reportedly reached
speeds of over 120 mph
during the pursuit. It even-
tually failed to negotiate a
curve, crossed the centre
line and struck a Jeep
before overtuming multi-
ple times.

SpaceX Sets $135 Price For Blockbuster IPO, Upending Wall Street Convention

Washington, June 4:

SpaceX publicly set a $135
price for shares in its initial
public offering on
Wednesday, upending the
longstanding Wall Street
price-discovery apparatus
and underscoring Elon
Musk’s determination to
raise record sums his way.
The company’s decision to
publish a price a week
ahead of its landmark
offering has few if any
precedents among major
U.S. IPOs, and reflects
Musk’s standing in the
financial world as an
adventurer with a golden
touch — even as the capital
raise will value SpaceX at
very lofty multiples.
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SpaceX’s amended IPO fil-
ing confirms a Reuters
report on the $135 price
from earlier this week. The
company is aiming to raise
$75 billion, the most ever
for an IPO, in a deal that
would value it at $1.75 tril-
lion, immediately placing
it among the top 10 most
valuable U.S -listed firms.
The company will kick off
an investor roadshow on
Thursday, with pricing
expected on June 11; trad-
ing in shares will begin on
the Nasdaq the next day.

Musk has rewritten the IPO
playbook for SpaceX in
many other ways, from
planning to give retail
investors a larger role in

allocations to pushing for
early index inclusion, and
structuring governance to
preserve strong founder
control. “Nothing about
this IPO is normal in any
course or sense, but then
again this is the largest IPO
in history so maybe that is
not surprising,” said an
investor who is planning
on buying into the IPO. On
Wall Street, there has been
a rush to get a piece of the
deal, given Musk’s reputa-
tion and his control of an
offering that stands to gen-
erate millions of dollars in
fees — despite concern
about the sky-high valua-
tions that SpaceX will gar-
ner. The  prospective

investor said there has been
asense that major firms are
“posturing” by saying “we
put the money in early” —
a position that both reflects

and reaffirms  Musk’s
leverage over investors.
SpaceX lacks a clear public

market benchmark, given
the paucity of public space
companies and the compa-
ny’s interests across aero-
space, telecom  and
defense. The company
posted a net loss of $4.94
billion in 2025, even as

L L

revenue rose 33% to
$18.67 billion.

“On the face of it, a ~90x+
revenue multiple is high by
any standard,” said Tim
Hatt, head of research and
consulting at GSMA
Intelligence, the research
arm of global telecoms
industry body GSMA.
“But then again, SpaceX is
not traditional in any way
and there are no true public
comparables.” The road
show is where companies
and their bankers typically
sound out investors in
order to arrive at a price
range for their share sale.
The process emphasizes
bankers’ relationships with
potential investors and

their understanding of the
market for the coming
offering. After a series of
testing-the-waters  meet-
ings with investors ahead
of the roadshow, SpaceX
indicated it was looking for
a valuation of about $1.75
trillion, ~ while  some
investors sought $1.5 tril-
lion or less,

An institutional investor
who banks with Goldman
Sachs said he tried to buy
shares in the IPO, but was
told SpaceX IPO allot-
ments are a “David
Solomon level decision,”
referring to the firm’s
CEO. The investor’s
banker suggested he buy
after the company goes

public. Other aspects of the
SpaceX offering stand out.
Major international banks
including Mizuho,
Deutsche Bank, UBS, and
Barclays have been urged
to focus on lining up
wealthy individual buyers
in their home countries. In
the past, little attention was
paid to individual
investors, as bankers
sought out feedback from
large asset managers such
as Fidelity Investments and
powerful hedge funds such
as Citadel. Reuters previ-
ously reported that the
company is considering
allocating as much as 30%
of the offering to individ-
ual investors.
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DDC Anantnag chairs Bankers' DLRC meeting

Emphasises Priority Sector Lending, enrollment in Social Security Schemes

ANANTNAG, JUNE 04: A
District Level Review
Committee (DLRC) meet-
ing to review the perfor-
mance of the banking sec-
tor in Anantnag district for
the quarter ending March
2026 (Q4 FY 2025-26) and
FY 2025-26 was held
today under the chairman-
ship of District
Development
Commissioner, Dr. Bilal
Mohiuddin Bhat at DC
Office.

The meeting was attended
by GM DIC, CPO, CAO,
CAHO, DD Fisheries,
DSWO, AD Handicrafts,
District Officers KVIB,
KVIC and NRLM, LDO
RBI, DDM NABARD,
Cluster Heads of J&K

Bank, Chief Manager SBI,
Director RSETI, District
Coordinators of various
Banks and officers from
KVIB, KVIC and NRLM.
At the outset, the minutes
of last DLRC meeting held
in March 2026 were unani-
mously confirmed by the
committee. Presenting a
comprehensive  review,

Lead District Manager
(LDM), informed the chair
that the total deposits in the
district as of March 31,
2026 stood at Rs 9697.54
crore, while advances
amounted to Rs 7433.41
crore, resulting in a Credit-
Deposit (CD) ratio of
79.65%. Under the District
Credit Plan (DCP) of FY

DC Kulgam reviews arrangements
for Mela Kheer Bhawani in district

JUNE 04:
Commissioner

KULGAM,
Deputy
(DC) Kulgam, Shahzad

Alam, today chaired a
comprehensive  meeting
with officers to review and
finalize the arrangements
for the smooth conduct of
Mela Kheer Bhawani at
Manzgam and Mata Tripur
Sundari, Khanbarni,
Devsar.

The meeting focused on
key aspects including secu-

rity arrangements, avail-
ability of  essentials,
ion facilities,

from KPDCL and Jal
Shakti to ensure uninter-
rupted power and water
supply at both locations
during the Mela.

The Chief Medical Officer
(CMO) was instructed to
establish medical camps at
both  sites.  Executive
Officers (EOs) were direct-
ed to ensure proper sanita-
tion, while the ARTO and
traffic authorities were
asked to put in place a
smooth and efficient traffic

traffic management, med-
ical services, sanitation,
and uninterrupted power
and water supply.

DC Kulgam emphasized
the importance of ensuring
that all necessary facilities
are in place to enable devo-
tees to perform religious
rituals with ease and com-
fort. He directed officers

plan.
Additionally, concerned
departments were instruct-
ed to install solar lighting
at the venues. The R&B
Department was directed
to make arrangements for
spacious and waterproof
tents to accommodate
devotees.

SRINAGAR

2025-26, the banking sec-
tor disbursed Rs 3314 crore
under the priority sector
against a target of Rs
3676.11 crore, thereby
achieving 90% of the allot-
ted target. Non-priority
sector lending stood at Rs
2083.10 crore against the
target of Rs 2025.74 crore,
thereby achieving 103% of
the target. Cumulatively,
the total credit disbursed in
the district was Rs
5397.04, registering 95%
achievement of the overall
credit target of Rs. 5701.86
for FY 2025-26. During
the meeting, the DDC
reviewed the performance
of banks for the Q4 as well
as the whole FY 2025-26 in
detail. He laid special

emphasis on improving the
Credit-Deposit (CD) Ratio
and enhancing credit flow
to priority areas, particular-
ly agriculture and allied
sectors. Reviewing the sta-
tus of crop loans, the DDC
advised the banks to ensure
adequate and timely credit
to farmers. He appreciated
the progress shown in crop
loan disbursement and
urged the banks to intensi-
fy the efforts and achieve
targets in coordination with
the Agriculture
Department. Observing the
decline in some loan seg-
ments, the DDC directed
the banks to take immedi-
ate corrective measures
and improve lending per-
formance.
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State Taxes Commissioner reviews Kashmir
division's tax compliance, enforcement measures

SRINAGAR, JUNE 04:
Commissioner, State Taxes
Department, P.K. Bhat,
today chaired a review
meeting of the State Taxes
Department, Kashmir, to
assess the progress of tax
compliance, enforcement,
and revenue monitoring
across the division.

The meeting was attended
by the Additional
Commissioner, State Taxes
Kashmir, Parveez Ahmad
Raina, along with State
Taxes officers from all cir-
cles of the Kashmir
Division.

During the meeting, the
Commissioner  reviewed
the action taken report on
cases identified through
BISAG, audit cases, and
the demand raised and
realised for the year 2021-

22. He also took stock of

action initiated against
non-filers, taxpayers who
have received TDS pay-
ments but have not filed
tax returns, scrutiny cases
assigned for the year 2022-
23, scrutiny of credit flow,
and follow-up on notices
issued by the department.

The review further covered
action taken against tax-
payers whose registrations

have been cancelled, as
well as those who have
filed R1 and passed credit
but have not filed GSTR-
3B. The Commissioner
also directed special focus
on circles with a predomi-
nant hotel industry, keep-
ing in view the revival in
tourism activity, so as to
check any possible revenue
leakages and ensure proper
tax compliance.

Dr. Sagar Doifode Dattatray reviews functioning of APD in Baramulla

Stresses strengthening KKGs, promotion of mushroom cultivation, micro-irrigation, polyhouse farming

BARAMULLA, JUNE 04:

Dr. Sagar Doifode
Dattatray, Special
Secretary,  Agriculture
Production  Department
(APD) and  Mission
Director, Holistic
Agriculture Development
Programme (HADP),

today chaired a review
meeting at Dak Bungalow
Baramulla to assess the
performance and progress
of Agriculture Production
and Allied Departments in
the district.

Deputy Commissioner
Baramulla, SF Hamid,
along with officers from
Agriculture, Horticulture,
Animal Husbandry, Sheep
Husbandry, Fisheries,
Sericulture and other allied
departments attended the
meeting.

During the meeting, Dr.
Dattatray reviewed the

and

implementation
progress of various flag-
ship schemes and pro-
grammes being executed

under the Agriculture
Production and Allied sec-
tors. He emphasized the
need for effective coordi-
nation among departments,
timely achievement of tar-
gets and greater outreach to
farmers for maximizing the
benefits of government ini-
tiatives.

Director Agriculture stresses widespread adoptation of NPSS
Mobile App for Dlgltal Transformation of Agriculture Sector

SRINAGAR, JUNE 04:
Director Agriculture
Kashmir, Sartaj Ahmad
Shah today stressed the
widespread adoption of the
NPSS Mobile Application,
focusing on its practical
implementation and strate-
gies for enhancing user
adoption, during a pro-
gramme, held at the
Directorate of Agriculture,
Lal Mandi, Srinagar.

The programme was
attended by officers and
officials from across the

department.
Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Director

Agriculture Kashmir high-
lighted the importance of
digital technologies in
modernizing agricultural

service dsllvery and ensur-
ing greater transparency,
efficiency, and accessibili-
ty for farmers. He empha-
sized that the NPSS Mobile
Application has  been

developed as a vital digital
platform to streamline var-
ious agricultural services
and facilitate real-time data
management.

The Director urged field

TB Mukt Bharat Abhiyan: 100-Day
Campaign continues across Pulwama

PULWAMA, JUNE 04:
Under the ongoing TB
Mukt Bharat Abhiyan -
100-Day Campaign, a
series of health awareness,
screening and outreach
Shivirs were successfully
conducted across various
locations  of  District
Pulwama by the National
Tuberculosis Elimination

Programme (NTEP)
Pulwama to strengthen
tuberculosis  screening,

early detection and com-
munity awareness. The
Shivirs were held in the
villages of Samboora,
Lelhar, Banderpora Chirat,
Gundbal, Dusoo,
Chandhara and Letpora. In
addition, screening and
awareness camps were
organised at  various
healthcare institutions,
including NTPHC Kaoil,
HWC Payer and Nowhard,
to ensure wider outreach
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and coverage of vulnerable
populations. During the
Shivirs, active TB screen-
ing services were provided
to the local population.
Hand-held portable chest
X-ray facilities were uti-
lized to facilitate on-the-
spot screening and timely
identification of presump-
tive TB cases for further
diagnostic evaluation and

i
treatment.  Furthermore,
during  the  shivirs,
Healthcare teams also con-
ducted extensive aware-
ness and sensitization
activities, educating com-
munity members about the
symptoms of tuberculosis,
preventive measures, the
importance of early diag-
nosis and adherence to
treatment.

functionaries to familiarize
themselves  thoroughly
with the application’s fea-
tures and ensure its effec-
tive implementation at the
grassroots  level He
stressed the need for creat-
ing awareness among
farmers and stakeholders to
maximize the benefits of
the platform and accelerate
its adoption across the
Valley. During the pro-
gramme, technical experts
provided detailed demon-
strations of the application,

ining its o

understanding of the plat-
form and its field-level
applications.

Interactive  sessions
were held to address
queries and gather feed-
back from participants
regarding the implementa-
tion process. The sugges-
tions and observations
received during the pro-
gramme will help further
strengthen the application
and improve user experi-
ence. The programme con-
cluded with a reaffirmation

ties, operational proce-
dures, and practical utility
in day-to-day departmental
activities Participants
were also given hands-on
training to enhance their

of the dep. com-
mitment to leveraging digi-
tal innovations for efficient
service delivery and pro-
moting technology-driven
agricultural development
in Jammu and Kashmir.

The Deputy
Commissioner briefed the
chair about the district's
performance under various
agricultural and allied sec-
tor programmes and high-
lighted the measures being
undertaken to strengthen
service delivery and
enhance farmer welfare.

Dr. Dattatray stressed
the need to ensure that all
Krishi  Khidmat Ghars
(KKGs) are fully function-

al and effectively cater to
the needs of the farming
community. He directed
the concerned officers to
strengthen farmer outreach
and improve the delivery
of agricultural services and
advisory support through
these centres.

Reviewing mushroom
cultivation activities, he
directed officers to create
awareness among mush-
room growers regarding
scientific packaging,
branding, marketing
opportunities and various
support mechanisms avail-
able under government
schemes. He also empha-
sized the introduction and
promotion of additional
high-value mushroom vari-
eties to help farmers diver-
sify  cultivation  and
enhance their income.

The Special Secretary

further stressed the promo-
tion of micro-irrigation
systems and polyhouse cul-
tivation across the district
to improve water-use effi-
ciency, increase productiv-
ity and facilitate year-
round cultivation.

He directed the con-
cerned departments to
encourage farmers to avail
benefits under relevant
schemes and ensure wider
adoption of modern agri-
cultural technologies.

The meeting concluded
with directions to all
departments to expedite
implementation of ongoing
projects and work in a
coordinated manner to
achieve the objectives of
sustainable  agricultural
growth and improved
livelihoods for farmers
across the district.

Government College of Education holds
Cycle Rally to promote sustainability

SRINAGAR, JUNE 04: NSS Wing of
Government College of Education, in col-
laboration with the Physical Education
Department and the College Wellness and
Anti-Substance Cell (CWASC), organized
a cycle rally on Thursday under the theme
“Pedal Towards Sustainability" to promote
environmental conservation and sustain-
able living. The rally commenced from the
college campus and concluded at Nishat
Garden, covering a distance of approxi-
mately 11 kilometers. It was flagged off by
Dr. Altaf Shah Syed in the presence of Dr.
Syed Bilquees Aslam Shah, Daljeet Kour,
Dr. Qazi Inam Saboor, faculty members,
and students. A total of 35 students enthu-
siastically participated in the event. Dr.
Government
College of Education (IASE), congratulat-
ed the NSS Wing, the Physical Education
Department, and CWASC for successfully
organizing the programme. Speaking on

Seema Naz, Principal

ronment.

the occasion, Dr. Altaf Shah Syed, NSS
Programme Officer said that the initiative
aimed to promote environmental sustain-
ability, encourage eco-friendly modes of
transportation, and foster healthy lifestyles
among students and the wider community.
He emphasized that such activities help
sensitize young people to environmental
challenges and inspire them to adopt sus-
tainable practices in their daily lives. Dr.
Syed Bilquees Aslam Shah Department of
Education also highlighted the signifi-
cance of the rally, stating that awareness-
driven initiatives play a vital role in
encouraging environmental responsibility
and sustainable habits among students and
society at large. During the rally, partici-
pants carried placards and displayed mes-
sages emphasizing the importance of
reducing carbon emissions, conserving
natural resources, and protecting the envi-

DC Pulwama chairs District Level Telecom Committee Meeting

Reviews Telecom Infrastructure, 4G Saturation, BharatNet Progress in District
UT OF JAMMU &

PULWAMA, JUNE 04:
Deputy ~ Commissioner
(DC)  Pulwama,  Dr.
Basharat Qayoom today
chaired a meeting of the
District Level Telecom
Committee (DLTC) at the
Administrative Complex
here to review the status of
telecom infrastructure,
mobile network coverage,
BharatNet implementation
and other connectivity-
related issues across the
district. During the meet-
ing, adetailed presentation
highlighting the progress
achieved under various
telecom connectivity initia-
tives being implemented in
the district was presented.
Discussions focused on
mobile tower saturation,
augmentation of signals,
phase-wise coverage net-
work status, Right of Way
(RoW) issues and the
progress of the BharatNet

project.  The  Deputy
Commissioner  took a
detailed review of the pro-
ject-wise status of mobile
tower installations and the
progress of the BSNL 4G
Saturation Project across

L L

the district. He also
reviewed the status of sig-
nal augmentation, cover-
age in underserved and
shadow areas, and issues
related to pending sites,
including power connectiv-

ity, land availability and
other logistical require-
ments necessary for their
early completion.
Reviewing the progress of
BharatNet, Dr. Qayoom
stressed the need for expe-
diting the remaining works
to ensure seamless broad-
band connectivity in rural
areas. He directed the
Assistant Commissioner
Panchayat to closely moni-
tor the progress of
BharatNet works and facil-
itate coordination among
the concemed departments
and executing agencies for
their timely completion.
On the occasion, the DC
also sought details from the
Superintending Engineer,
KPDCL, regarding the sta-
tus of power extension to
the constructed towers and
directed him to ensure
timely power extension to
all constructed and planned

towers. Dr. Qayoom fur-
ther directed all stakehold-
er departments and telecom
service providers to work
in close coordination for
the timely completion of
ongoing projects and reso-
lution of pending issues.
He emphasized the impor-
tance of strengthening dig-
ital connectivity, particu-
larly in remote and under-
served areas, to facilitate
improved access to com-
munication services, online
platforms and digital gov-
ermance initiatives.

The meeting was attended
by Chief Planning Officer
Pulwama; Superintending
Engineer KPDCL Circle
Pulwama; Assistant
Commissioner Panchayat,
Pulwama; Officers from
R&B, PMGSY, Municipal
Bodies, Forestry and repre-
sentatives of various tele-
com service providers.
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Lieutenant Governor Attends Rang-e-Kashmir Cultural Festival
Jammu Kashmir is a living canvas, painted with centuries
of wisdom, innovation, artistry, and craft: LG Sinha

SRINAGAR, JUNE 4: The
Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha
today attended the ‘Rang-e-
Kashmir Cultural Festival' in
Srinagar today. This week-long
event showcases J&K's priceless
handlooms and handicrafts and
draws both art lovers and buyers.
Speaking on the occasion, the
Lieutenant Governor said that
Jammu Kashmir is a living canvas,
painted with centuries of wisdom,
innovation, artistry, and craft.

“A nation's true strength lies not
only in its wealth or might, but
also in richness of its spirit, depth
of its traditions and the vitality of
its culture. India is a land where
knowledge blossomed, traditions
endured, and culture remained the
soul that bound its people togeth-
er," the Lieutenant Governor said.
The Lieutenant Governor applaud-
ed the efforts of Pumbuch Cultural
Heritage Foundation and its
Director Mrs. Supema Sapru, for
conserving, nurturing, and reviv-
ing Jammu Kashmir's abundant
cultural heritage. He said the mis-
sion of foundation, injects new
energy into traditions so the voices
of our artisans, and tra-

history but in fact it is a living
force that shapes our present and
guides our future. Jammu Kashmir
is home to exceptional artisans
who can turn an ordinary piece of
wood into something timeless
There are hundreds of esteemed

sans who carve the very soul of
Jammu Kashmir into each piece,”
the Lieutenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor stated
that there are renowned musicians
in Jammu Kashmir who are carry-
ing the region’s melodic traditions.

ditional artists will continue to res-
onate for generations to come.
Culture is not the static artifact of

Uttarakhand Minister Satpal
Maharaj Calls on Governor Gupta

cr who weave
of years of cultural stories into fab-
ric. There are papier-mache arti-

Discussions Held on Strengthening Inter-State
Connectivity and Promoting Tourism

SHIMLA, JUNE 4

ster  for  Tourism,
Culture, Public Works and
Irrigation in the Government
of Uttarakhand Satpal
Maharaj, called on Governor
Kavinder Gupta at Lok
Bhavan, today. It was a cour-
tesy call. The meeting was
held in a cordial atmosphere
and provided an opportunity
for both leaders to discuss a
range of issues of mutual

der

discussed

the

“These are guardians of
our identity, keepers of our memo-
ries, and the makers of our tradi-

immense

tion's continuity. This event is a
vibrant classroom where tradition
and innovation converge, where
the old inspires the new, and where
people come together to celebrate
the diversity that defines us. |
believe one of our foremost
responsibilities is to connect
Jammu  Kashmir's youth with
handloom, handicraft, and the arts.
The future of our culture rests in
youth's hands and they must be
made aware of the invaluable her-
itage," the Lieutenant Governor
said.
The Lieutenant Governor felici-
tated various renowned artists for
their significant contribution at the
event organised by Pumbuch
Cultural Heritage Foundation in
collaboration with Department of
Tourism J&K. Shri Vikramjit
Singh, Commissioner Secretary
Industries & Commerce; Ms.
Superna Sapru, Director, Pumbuch
Cultural Heritage Foundation; Shri

Akshay Labroo, Deputy
Commissioner ~ Srinagar; ~ Shri
Masrat-ul-Islam, Director
Handicrafts and  Handloom,

Kashmir; senior officials of police
and civil administration, members
of Pumbuch Cultural Heritage
Foundation and prominent artists
and artisans were present.

interest
hbouring
Himachal
Uttarakhand.
interaction, special emphasis
was laid on strengthening
road connectivity in the bor-
areas of Himachal
Pradesh and Uttarakhand to
i smoother  trans-
enhance
s i the
region. The two dignitaries

States
Pradesh
During the

tourism potential of the
Himalayan States and under-
scored the importance of
developing robust infra-
structure to improve accessi-
bility to religious, cultural
and  eco-tourism  destina-
tions.

Kavinder Gupta observed
that better road networks
between the border districts
of the two States would not
only boost tourism but also
contribute  to  economic
the growth, improve connectivi-
of tyfor local communities and
and  promote greater people-to-
people interaction. The dis-
cussion also touched upon
the rich cultural heritage
shared by the two hill States
and the possibilities of fur-
ther strengthening coopera-
tion in the fields of tourism,
culture and infrastructure
development.

SRINAGAR, JUNE 04:
Chief  Secretary, Atal
Dulloo, today chaired a
high-level meeting of all
the concerned Government
stakeholders to review the

progress of large-scale
solarization initiatives
being  undertaken in

Jammu and Kashmir and to
resolve the bottlenecks
identified by the Science &
Technology Department in
advancing these efforts
across the Union Territory.
The meeting was attended
by  Additional  Chief
Secretary, Power
Development Department;
Additional Chief Secretary,
Finance; Commissioner
Secretary, Forest, Ecology
& Environment
Department;  Divisional
Commissioner,

Jammu/Kashmir;
Commissioner Secretary,
Science & Technology
Department;  Managing
Director, JPDCL/KPDCL,
besides representatives of
several other concerned
departments. During the
meeting, the Chief
Secretary stressed the need
for sustained and result-
oriented follow-up by the
Science & Technology
Department on the issues
deliberated upon, observ-

Empowering Women, Reviving Heritage: H&H
Launches Major Carpet Skill Upgradation Drive

SRINAGAR, JUNE 4: As a
major initiative to strengthen
Kashmir's traditional carpet weav-
ing sector and enhance artisans'
skills, Department of Handicrafts
& Handloom Kashmir, through its
state-of-the-art Indian Institute of
Carpet Technology (IICT), has
launched a skill upgradation train-
ing programme under the Ministry
of Textiles-sponsored SAMARTH
Scheme

SAMARTH (Scheme for Capacity
Building in Textile Sector) is a
flagship Ministry of Textiles initia-
tive aimed at providing demand-
driven and industry-oriented train-

180 women trainees to benefit from MoT
sponsored SAMARTH programme as IICT leads

robust monitoring framework,
Director IICT further stated that
the programme will undergo third-
party audit and verification by

ing to improve employability and
promote i iveli in
the handicrafts sector. The pro-
gramme is aligned with the
National Skills Qualifications
Framework (NSQF), ensuring
nationally recognized training and
certification standards.

In a press handout issued here
today, a spokesperson of the
Handicrafts 7 Handloom
Department stated that under the
programme, 180 women beneficia-

ries from eight districts of Kashmir
are scheduled to receive training in
Silk Carpet Weaving on Modern
Steel Carpet Looms over a period
of two months. “Twenty trainees
have been enrolled from 8 dis-
tricts, while Srinagar, a major car-
pet weaving hub, will accommo-
date 40 trainees," the spokesperson
said. Speaking on the occasion,
Zubair Ahmad, Director, IICT, said
that trainees maintaining at least

capacity building in the traditional silk carpet
v ~

{.h. / I

|

80 percent attendance will be eligi-
ble for a stipend of 25,000 per
course, providing both skill
enhancement as well as financial
support. “The experienced Master
Trainers engaged to impart spe-
cialized training under the pro-
gramme will receive an honorari-
um of 220,000 per month, with a
total training facilitation cost of
approximately ?3.60 lakh," he
added. Highlighting the scheme’s

auditors by the Ministry
of Textiles to assess compliance,
training quality, attendance records
and implementation outcomes. “To
ensure transparency and effective
monitoring, the programme incor-
porates an Aadhaar-based biomet-
ric attendance system" he added.
Department of Handicrafts &
Handloom Kashmir continues to
undertake focused interventions
for the revival, preservation and
promotion of the world-renowned
Kashmir Carpet Craft.

Through  modernization of
weaving infrastructure,  skill
upgradation, artisan welfare initia-
tives, market linkages, GI protec-
tion and capacity-building pro-
grammes such as SAMARTH, the
Department remains committed to
safeguarding this centuries-old
heritage craft while creating sus-
tainable livelihood opportunities,
particularly for women artisans
across the Valley.
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CM Omar meets delegations, discusses housing

urban infrastructure and conne

SRINAGAR, JUNE 04:
Several public representa-
tives, senior army officers,
and civil officers today
called on Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah at the Civil
Secretariat and discussed

key developmental and
public  welfare issues
across  Jammu  and
Kashmir.

During the day, MLAs
Dr Rameshwar Singh
(Bani) and Sajad Shaheen
(Banihal) called on the
Chief Minister and raised
various constituency-relat-
ed developmental and pub-
lic welfare issues. The
Chief Minister gave a

ing that a clear roadmap for
addressing the challenges
had emerged through col-
lective consultations with
all stakeholders. He under-
scored that the department
should fully leverage the
support being extended by
the Finance Department
and other agencies to
achieve the solarization
targets  within  defined
timelines. Emphasizing the
immense  potential  of
renewable energy in

patient hearing to the
issues projected by the leg-
islators and assured their
appropriate consideration
and follow-up action.
Chairman & Managing
Director, HUDCO, New
Delhi, Sanjay Kulshrestha
also called on the Chief
Minister. During the meet-
ing, they discussed a wide
range of housing and urban
infrastructure  projects,
including  the  Urban
Challenge Fund (UCF),
water supply, sewerage,
drainage, road connectivity
and power infrastructure,
among other matters.
Later, Lieutenant

Jammu and Kashmir, the
Chief Secretary advised the
department to undertake a
comprehensive review of
the land parcels identified
on the PM Gati Shakti
Portal and assess their suit-
ability for establishment of
mega solar parks under
Government of India-sup-
ported programmes.

He called for a focused
and mission-mode
approach, directing the
department to set measur-

ctivity projects
T

Harpal

General
Director General, Border

Singh,

Roads Organisation
(BRO), called on the Chief
Minister and apprised him
of various ongoing Beacon
projects and infrastructure
works being executed
across Jammu
Kashmir.

The Chief Minister
reviewed the progress of
ongoing infrastructure ini-
tiatives and reiterated the
government's commitment
to strengthening develop-
ment delivery and address-
ing public issues across all
regions of Jammu and
Kashmir.

and

CS reviews impediments, steers measures
to accelerate solarisation across J&K

able targets for the next six
months, one year and two
years, and ensure visible
progress on the ground at
each stage.

The meeting held detailed
deliberations on a range of
issues critical to the suc-
cessful implementation of
solar projects, including
land acquisition and trans-
fer, obtaining statutory
clearances from various
departments, execution of
Power Purchase
Agreements (PPAs) with
distribution companies for
evacuation of power gener-
ated from solarized build-
ings, and  measures
required to maintain.

grid stability for optimal
utilization of solar energy
assets.

Secretary RDD reviews sanitation

BALTAL, JUNE 04:
Secretary, Rural
Development Department
(RDD) and Panchayati Raj,
Mohammad Aijaz Asad,
today conducted an exten-
sive inspection of the
Baltal axis to review the
sanitation preparations for

the  forthcoming  Shri
Amarnath ~ Ji  Yatra
(SANJY) 2026.

The Secretary had a

detailed on-ground assess-
ment of sanitation facilities
from Nilgrath Helipad to

preparedness on Baltal axis f

—

Baltal Base Camp and
Domail Camp.

He was accompanied by
Director General Rural
Sanitation Anoo Malhotra,
Assistant  Commissioner

or SANJY-2026

tion within the prescribed
timelines. He emphasized
the need for increasing the
daily pace of toilet installa-
tion and maintaining strict
adherence to the approved
plans.

The Secretary inspected
waste collection system
including drain cradles and
directed the officials to
ensure their continuous
functionality to prevent
blockages. He also stressed
the deployment of dedicat-
ed sanitation personnel at
key road junctions and
Yatra route, with clearly
defined areas of responsi-

bility.
Reviewing toilets, wash-

D Ganderbal
Altaf  Hussain, Block
Development Officer and
other district officers.

During the visit, Asad
directed the field officers
to closely monitor the
installation of sanitation
assets and accelerate exe-
cution to ensure comple-

rooms, dustbins, greywater
drainage systems, waste
segregation sites and plas-
tic waste management
units, he underscored the
need for maintaining high
standards of cleanliness,
accessibility and uninter-
rupted utility services.
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